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Advertiſements I 
5 a H E Author of hit Eſay hath 2. 


5 paſt, and ſhewed 15 to ſeveral learned 
Divines, who, on the Peruſal, either ap- 
proved it, or, on mature e 
made no material Objectiom ta any Part g 
of it ; and the Author being ſo fully us 
vinted of its Truth, thinking . it may be 
/ Uſe to others, and to the Church in 
general; at leaſt fo far as to put Men : 
of Study and Leiſure, on a more ftriff © 
Enquiry into @ Subject of fo great In- 
fortanee, ( and be is afraid, hitherto, _ 
Fully under flood ') that he thinks proper 
. publiſh it, very ready to receive . 
Information, and to own any: TOY 
| that. mo. 13 ee 1 _ . | 


about twelve Years © 
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Marks of Reſpecs * Veneration pail #0 the — 


5 8 P ſuant to this Notion, calls them ſuc aas 


2 Aer to God in holy J. bingo, © or as the Author to 


0 the Hebrews, ch. v. 1. deſcribeth an High Prieſt, as 


one ordained for Men in Things pertaining to God, that 


he may offer both Gifts and Sacrifices for Sins. 


Wherever there was any Senſe of Religion, there 
were ſome Perſofis who performed the Office of Prieſts, 
by Aiſcharg ng the peculiar Ries and Ceremonies de- 
quired by it. But it doth not appear, that any par- 
ticular Order of Men were ſet apart for that Office. 
If we aſcend to the early Ages of the World, we ſhall 
find that every Man miniſtered his own holy Things 
to God for himſelf, or that the Head of a Family 
performed that Office for his whole Houſhold. Not 


that the Office of a Prieſt was annexed or confined to 
the Maſter of a Family, or to the Firſt-born. No 


ſuch Right or Practice appears in Hiſtory, any more 
than that they were Kings, and had a natural or di- 


vine Right of Monarchy. On the contrary, it is 


plain — Hiſtory, that ſometimes the Head of a 
Family, out of a Senſe of his Obligation to God and 
his Family, offer 9 Sacrifices both for himſelf and his 
Houſhold ;- and ſometimes private | n performed 
theſe holy Rites for themſelves. 

In the Days gf Adam, we find Cain the elder and 


e! the younger Brother, offering for them- 


ſelves Oblations to God of what they poſſeſſed; and 


the younger Brother g accepted before that of r 


ab proceeding} from a more pious and ſincere Ming 
and yet their Father Adam Was certainly alive; od 
for any dung e to us; they, ow Members of 
his Family; 
After the 8 Na erg. as a Prieſt | Fn 8 


1 he went out of the Ark, Gen. viii. 20. And the Lord. 
fmelled a-fiveet Savour, 1 is, acce ted his Oblation. 


Abrabum alſo exerciſed the ſame Office, although the 
pg Brother: He built an Altar, erecked SOR . 
and 


. 5 E 388 


and was his own Pri 


3 * 


e 18 80 . — called. « Prieſt, but pad a 
Deference and Relpectito Melehizedeks. . ho 4 18 Pau 


by that Office, IE 10 Ai. 8. X. 33. a 2 
XIV. 18, n My : 
Jacob allo, Wee Brother, an the Line 


of his; Father Ist, offered Sacrifice, Gen, WI, Z4. | 


of is Job ever called a Prieſt; althaugh he exerciect 


the Office, and Oe Seer dees regular! * for him 
. and his Sons. 
We cannot e that the Poſterity of ien 


ſhould live onto abe Pays of Aga, in a-total Neglet 
of paying their Homage to God, either by Sacrifice, | 
or {ome other Acts of Devotion; and yet, during all 


that Time, they had no ſuch- Thing as an Order of 


Prieſts, hieß nag ast intituted ann che, Giving of 
y ns Law at Sinai. * Ad 8 x: boy x 


Nor do we find in the Days 5 . any Or- 
* of them, through any Part of the Eaſt, or in 


the Land of Cn: Every Man ſeemeth to have WOr- | 


nis own Mode This was the Practice of e 
Tfaac, and Jacob. Fo" too had his Teraphim, 

o his. partichlar Gods. Balak 
and Balaam offered their own Burnt-offerings ; and 


no other Prieſt is mentioped { rform that Office. i 
1471 that Catmtry who 


 Metchizedek is the firſt Per 
is qualified with the Title of Prieſt. But there ap- 
peareth to be ſomething peculiar in his Caſe ; he had no 


 Predeceflors,; nor any Succeſſors, until the Mea, 


Vet at the ſame Fime when no Prieſts! were to be 
found in the Eaſt, there was an Order of Wen 5 
Egypt. In the Days of Fo/eph, ve do not only find 
Potiphar, whoſe: true Title was perhaps a Prince, rather 


than a Prieſt, but alſo a Whole Order of them, Whoſe 


Lands were preſerved to their Uſe, when all 
Lands of Egypt were fold to the King for 


. Wl © 
A, 1 5 
/ { 3 . 4 7 - 1 . — 
- * . F 
a : f a a # 


— ——— un — 


The Reaſon why in ſome Places an Order of Pries 
were eſtabliſhed, and in others every Man officiated 
| For himſelf and Family ſeemeth to be this: That While 
the Ceremonies of qutward Religion were few and 
1 fimple, every Man was his own Prieſt; but when 


A. 


* Ceremonres were multiplied, and became national, 
buy Confent, Law, or Cuſtom; Men found it conve- 
1 nient to appoint an Order of Prieſts, whoſe Buſineſs 
it ſhould be to attend theſe Ceremonies, inform the 
People of them, and perform their Sacrifices and 
other Rites of divine Service. Diodorus Siculus giveth 
us this Aecount of the Origin of Prieſts in Egypt; 
and it is a natural Reafor for their Inſtitution in other 
Countries. The Roman Hiſtorians give the ſame 
Account of the Riſe of the Order among that People, 
who multiplied their Prieſts in Proportion, to the 
Growth of their Gods and Ceremonies. And this 
was alſo the Caſe of the Zews, as appeareth from Scrip- 
: ure. gp Weg of „ ke | 4 r 128 
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THOUGH the Jewiſh Law was not giver 

. till the Days of Moſes, their Religion was 
as old as Abrabam. Virtue and Probity, and the 
| Worſhip of one God, was the antient Religion, as 
old as Adam and Noab; and when it began to be cor- 
rupted among the Chaldeans, God called Abraham 
from Ur of the Chaldees, and inſtructed him in his 


true Worſhip; and gave him moreover the Badge of 
. . | Circumcilion, 


, 


| 8 which, has. A'S ever. 8 0 


5 well: -known antient Rites of RF 5 and Wor 
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Characteriſtick of a ew. All that Moſes g 3 

no Inſtitution of any new Religion as to the Su = 

but a more explicit Declaration of moral Daxies, 

a veſt Addition of Rites. and Ceremonies: 8 
Since there was no new Ceremony added to the 


U. 


in the Days of Abrabam, except the ſingle Rite of 


_ Circumciſion, there a appeared no Neceſſity to eſtabliſh 


an Order of Men to preſerve the Knowledge ane 
Practice of one ſingle Ceremony, which on be re- 
membered and obſerved, by every particular Perſon,z 
Wherefore, as was already obſerved, every Man 
ſeemeth to have been a Prieſt for himſelf or n : 
until the Giving of the Law at Sina. ” 
The only Objection againſt this Poluioh; f is'a pre- Fe 
vailing Opinion, that the Firſt-born were Prieſts be- 


fore the Giving of the Law, which is endeavoured to | 


be confirmed from Numbers iii. 2,' where God took © 
the Levites in lieu of the F irt · born, as Moſes declareth 1 8 
2 4 


| Behold I have taken the Levites. from among the Chi 


dren of Iſrael, inſtead of all-the. Firſt-born 7 5 openeth ; 
the Malrice among the Children: 1 rac], therefore the 5 


Levites ſhall be mine. 


But, if ſuch as make this Ob} zection had tend 
the next Verſe, they would have ſeen a quite, different 
Reaſon for God's Property in the Firſt-· born, not be- 
cauſe they were Prieſts; but, Becauſe all the irft-bers 5 
are mine; for in the Day thai ] ſinote all the Firſt- bern 


in Egypt, I hallowed unto me all ibe Firſt-born © Iſrael, 
both of Men and Beaſts, mine they. 0” be * Moen | 
and Beaſt. R 


If the Firit· born had 45 tow” te apart 90 the 17 
Prieſts Office, what had the Firſt- born of Beaſts to do 


there? Beſides, this Sanctification of the Firſt-born 
| happened but three Months before the Giving of the 


Law; who then were Prieſts from the E Day 78 0 ra- 


bam to the Deen of the F icſt- born of Egypt 2 
And 
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who have no Mark of Diſtinction rom other 
. 25 in Fd XXV. 5, they flew” the Sacrifices; and 
Alvſef made an Atonement” with' the Blood, and yet 
Aaron the elder Brother of Moſes, 
| Ceremony, and had: no Part in the Mimiſtration. 
oY ents and not for the Prieſts, for the E 


| Exchange did not excuſe 
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git, itofer to eſtabliſh the Sons nw ine "oY 
do ir appear that an of the Firſt- 2 — 
n, Before Aaron Was appointed, Nef 4 
formed the Part of a Prieft'y and young M 1125 
the Part of inferior Prieſts and Levites! 


was preſent at aa 


"Beſide, the Firſt-born were exchanged for the L e. 
confined to the Sons of Aaron. And after all; lake 
eFirſt-born of future 


Ages; for the Firſt- born, both of Man and Beaſts; | 
were to be the Lord's through all Generations, until 
they were redeetned by a Set Price, if it were Ki | 
Creature fit to be ſacrificed, Exoll. viii. 2 
The Truth is, that God, in order: to lige 0 thi 


 iſtitulte Zyyprians, devoted che Firſt bor ef Man | 
and Beaſt to Peſtruction, through all- Egypt: but in 


the Execution, he had Compaſſion on the \[ra#lites | 
who dwelt in that Country, yet took them to himſelt 
as his own Property, in the fame manner as he took 
Tuch Things as any Ifraelitè ſnould devote to him: J 
Now the Law of devoted Things, was, that it ſhould | 


be flain, if a living Creature, or given to the Prieſts as 


God's Portion, if a Thing without Life, Lev. XXVII. 28. 
God did not infiſt rigorouſly. on his Right in the Caſe 
of theſe Firſt- born, but admitted a Redemption for 
ſuch Things as were Unfit for Sacrifice; thé Levites 


redeemed Man for Man as far as their Num feuch- 


ed, the reſt were redeemed at five Shekels a Head; 
Numb. iii 47. and-xviii. 16. Which Law of Redemp- 
tion extended to all future Ages. Such unelean Beaſts 


as che Ouner an not redeem, wenn their 
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der- he cla Hel $6 hens 
To Ms ate "And the 3 why 78 8 . 
ia made . „is, that ee e 
er 1er i r * 


clean a 
: 2 "as 55 e a 3 apart 


it for God's Service, God thought fit to appeint an 
e- Order of Men to manage all theſe. Parts of Worſhip's _ 3 
= to take Care, that all the due Ceremonies and Rites 4 3 
ia ſſhould be obſeruved ; and to expiate the Sins of the | 

Ire People,. and ; purify: them from Uncleanneks,.. 


bt | ing to the Preſcript of the Law. This was:the: Mc 


til Beginning of the Frieſthood among che 
2 by divine Appointment, was ſettled 1 

his: Poſterity 5. „ OT OR Kee N 2 [122% AN g Re AS 

The Nature of their Office is in general deſc * 

by Maſes, that they were to miniſter Solar the Lard.. 

St. Paul calls them Miniſtens of 
1 MU ihe: Altar. Theſe Eur 85 comprehend t 
bi 1 chief Deſign, and principal Part of their Gch en 
ok _ was, to repreſent, the Feople before Gods: and mini- 
"= ſter to him in their Name, and on 5 to 
al | reconcile God toſthem by offering Sacr . 
% Auoons, Prayers, and Thankeſgivings. And ſince > ad 
28. Miniſtration is confined to haly T hings, our. firſt; E. 
ule quiry muſt be, what are theſe holy ings 2.4 (nk i. 1 
fr | Holineſs, in the Language of the N Teſtament, + 
res Gignificth, 4 Separation from a common. and orginary Uſe, 
+ to one more excellent, that is) from the Service of Math, 
1d; to the Service of Cad. This relative Holineſs is appli- 
p- cable to Things, and Perſons ; to Things,. 9 
W il bernacle, Temple, Houſes, Times, and Places; to 
cir the 9 Utenſils, Veſtm nts of the Fs all 
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were brought into a Covenant · Relation to God. This 
Kind of Holineſs is only relative and external; but 
by \-of Holineſs of Perſons, which is 
real and internal, inherent in the Perſon, and i is a Se- 
2 from moral Imperfection, from Sin and Im- 
purity, and this in Perfection is peculiar to God, he 
is the only Holy One; but in an imperfect Degrees. | 
it belongeth to: all good and religious Men. The rela- 
tive Holineſs is expreſſed by the Greet Word 147 
ſacer, and the real Holineſs * orſorns, JANES; 7 : 


their Relation to God. 5 en I 
* Holineſs of Perſons is alf 
- 2 P erſon WhO. hath any peculiar Relation to 8 
Such were the Ffrleits, Levites, 1 J ge 
all the Firſt- born, until redeemed. 
whole Nation of the Ifraelites are c 


there is another Kir 


* ftitia. 


This 95 8 Holineſs ſooms the proper Meaning : 


of Holineſs among the Jews, when applied to Thi 


zd Perſons, and is oppoſed to common and prof | 
both by Jetos and Gentiles; but real Holine | 
Old Teſtament, appeareth fo be a peculiar Attribute of 1 
God, from which all other Things that have any Rela- 
tien to him, are relatively faid to be holy. Where- 
as, under the New Teſtament, that inward and real 
Holineſs, though imperfect, is applied to Per ſons, . 
and made the principal Quality of a Chriſtian. 


When any Thing, or Perſon, was fet apart to Go 
Service, ſome Ceremonies were ap 2 to be per» 


formed, in order to remove them from a common to 
a ſacred Uſe; and that Action by which they were 

thus ſet apart, is called Sanctißcation; and the Perſnn 
or Thing thus ſanctified, was thenceforth reputed and 


ee holy... And as there were many Accidents nigh 
mg 


11 10 aaa in the ame Senſe, | 


| In chis: Senle the , 


in the 


2 ll duch . = Cone from 
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until 


mne, for I the Lord am holy, and have. ſep? eparated- you 
| from other People, that ye ſhould be mne. 


The ceremonial Law regulated all their holy” hings, | 
and Actions; the morah, enjoined the eternal Rules 


called holy Things, which were alf poſttive © 


e 


ET 3 before be cont gin be to * 
Service, he muſt again be clean IcUn 
feed. Nor thar he firſt Character of Flolinels 2 


loſt by ſoch Uncteannefs, but as it were ſaſpended, 


| nk . 


Fowl, or by um manner of liuhig thing, Fro {rt 
ſeparated from you as unclean, am ye ap be Ko fon 


Nov the Office of the Priefts among a Jet con- 


ſiſted altogether in that ontward Religion which te- 
garded-theſe holy Things, and ir perfofmi ing alf their 
holy Rites and Ceremonies, which is the Reaſbn Uf 
that Character given of chem by St. Paul, of being 
4 Miniſters of holy things.” , 


- 


The Laws of Moſes FR only: Gg ed 
into three Sorts. Fhe ceremonial, moral, and! judicial. 


of Virtue arid Honeſty ; and the Judicial, difected 
vhat Sentence to paſs in all Civil Debates about Pro- 


perty, and regulated the Puniſhment of Offenders 1 n 


Civil Matters. $503; eee 
The ceremonĩal Law Kilotiged"v5 Religion, d 


was under the Care and Direction of the Pricts. The 
judicial Law belonged ts the Magiſtrates, and direct- 
ed their Manner of Proceediig. ' And't 


1 moral Law 
was partly the Buſmeſs of the Magiſtrate, but chiefly 
of the Prophets, as we ſhalFſce hereafter.” 


' The Office of the Priel! «thi wis cxfeied "Gly 


about outward Religion, their Rites and Ceremonies, 


which had no Goodneſs in their own Natufe, Pos de- 
rived all their Worth from the Wilk of the- Laweg ver, 


and ſymbolical Uſe, as being Signs and Repfeſenta- 
Ys whenee we hag ag their 


ald be reſtored. As in Levit. &. 25 L 
ſpall” 8 mate ybur ſelver abominable by Beaſt 2 &y © 
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in the * 0 "the, 1 to perform the Duties 
ſfituted Work ib, to make. Aton 3 'Þe _ 
3% Sint, and reconcile them to God. b& Face, «bp 3 
1 Shu 7 ag external Pollutions, and go a ay 4e Cd 10 
I . 1 ibem. k 4 AY * t 
1 All which may be reduced to while be eg Heads: 
in To offer. Oblations to God, 2. /Fo;aleante: the 
_ unclean,” And, 3. . — for a Bleſfing o the 
| People. No Private Per ſon could offer n Ohlat tion 
to God, he muſt bring it to the Prieſt, ſolemaly re- 
nounce his private Right, and aſſign it to Gols Ser- 
vice; and chen the Prieſt muſt offer it on the Altar, 
according to the Ceremonies preſcrihed. by the Law, 
Which very minutely directs all the Ceremonies o 
chuſing clean and found Beaſts, how they were 50 be 
"lain, how burnt, how the Blood, ſhould, be giſpoſed 
of, and what. and by whom it ſhould be eaten, in 
order to: mg de an honors and ee 


Et 2 a — Foml, kee, Cakes, 

e Fort ris fv 

As Serbe bk Gblations, were among! them the 
ipal Farts of divine Worſhip, they. alſo became 
the /pring: tinqipal Part of the Prieſts Office they only 
Were allowed to ſprinkle the Blood, wherevy Atone- 
ment and. Expiation was made, "whence: Prieſt and 
Sac ecame relative; Terms ; the Sacrifice made 
5 „and he alone offered it, which: is the Mean- 
ing 5 tr. Paul's, Deſcription of a Prieſt, that he is 
one who waits. at the Altar. If any Perſon Who was 
not of the prieſtly Race ſhould attempt to invade this 
Fart of his Office, his HIFI Was made c SO; 
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cularly deſcribed in the Law, vet i anK End 
of them, for what Reaſons they were ap EE and 
what Eff Effect they had for the ae the Offerer, 

are 1 imperfectiy and deficicntly | expreſſed, and 
muſt be 


bies, are divided in their Opinions about them. The 


Reaſon of which ſeemeth to be, that they were of con- 


ſtant Uſe, and very well known by all the Peox 
long before the Law, and are therefore ſuppoſed 2 
not „ to be expreſſed. | 

Theſe. Sacrifices and Oblations may be reduced to 
four Sorts. 1. Whole Burnt- Offerings. 2, Sin, Of. 
ferings. 3. Treſpaſs- Offerings. 4. Peace- Offerings. 
1, Whole Burnt-Offerings. It is diſputed an 
the learned of the Jews, what was the Occaſjon! 
theſe Holocauſts, and to what. End they were offered, 


Some ſuppoſe them to have been ſimple 5 3 
ments of God, the Creator of the Univerſe, and Evi _ 


dences that they owned him to be their Lord, conti 


nued in Covenant with him, and im plored his Bleſſing, | 


Others conclude, that either th 15 to expiate evil 
Thoughts of the Heart, as Sin- ern gs and Treſpals 
Offerings did evil Actions, or elſe ro for the 
Breach of affirmative Precepts, as thoſe did for nega- 


tive. Some join both theſe Cayſes, as Nies in P/al, 


40. Tota enim boſtic propiliandi et honorandi. Der, 
gratia, gne  ſacro in Altari, conſumebatur., 1 | 


ſilent as to that 


Moſes, in delivering the Law, is 
Matter; but by. obo the deals recorded in 
Scripture, it appears, the Whole 


gathered from Hints and Cireumſtances, a- 
ther than from any direct Rule « or Law; * lg * 
comes, that learned Men, and even the Jewiſh Rab» 


1 Burnt-Offerings were 

of the molt general Nature of all their 7 Deyo- 

tion, and were offered both in Honour of God, as n 
 Ackiowledgmen « of the * due to him by his 


v reatures, 
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58 Crenwres, as Thankſgivings for Blefſing . 2 


_ theſe Sacrifices, by the King's Order, they 1 
their Sacrifices and Thank- Offerings, among which": 
great Number were whole Burnt- Offerings, ſeventy 
Bullocks, one hundred Rams, and two hundred 


e 6 A” 


to receive more, and alfo as Expiations ani 


{ Atonements for Sin. All theſe ſeem juſtly to be "24 
fetted from the daily Sacrifice offered Morning and 


Evening in the Temple. Theſe were whole Burnt- 


Offerings, and the only conſtant Service of the cis 
Church. All other Sacrifices were either at ſtatec 


Times, or occaſional; but this being their conſtant 
Worfnip, muſt be fu PP poſed to anſwer all the Ends of 
Tuch Worſhip, whic uhdoubtedly” comprehends = 
that is above expreſſed, 

In the noted Cafe of Hearkiah, ak Kings, Prieſts, ©. / 
nie} People, and the Temple allo, were polluted and 

faned ; we find they offered Sin-Offerings and 
Hun rnt-Offerings for all Jrael; and after they had 
made an Atonement, and ſanctified Wein e by 


Lambs, from which Tranfaction it ſeemeth pretty evi- 
dent, that whole Burnt-Offerings were made uſe of, 
both as Expiations and Thankſgivings. _ 

When God's Anger was kindled againſt 1/ael, and 


the Plague broke forth, on occaſion of David's num 


bering the People, in order to expiate the Crime, and 
divert the divine Wrath, David offered Burnt-Offer- 
ings at the threſhing Floor of Araunab, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
25. David $ailt there an Altar unto 7h Lord, and 
offered Burnt-Offerings, and Peace-Offerings, ſo the 


| Lord was intreated for the Lang, and the Plagus was 


Naped from Iſrael. And in Levis. i. 5. the Burnt-Of- = 


fering is expreſly ſaid to make an Atonement for the 


Man for whom it was offered. 
Theſe Burnt- Offerings were either W and ſtat- 


bn for all Ijael, or voluntary and free-will Offerings 


for particular Perſons, 
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culties and Hilputes are greater with refpect to chef. 
Learned Men allow a Difference, but are extreamly 44 


puzzled to find wherein it lies. Fatablur imagines, 
that Sin · Offerings are for greater Sins, and Ttefpaſs- 
Offerings for leſs. © St. Auſtin, Lyra, Abulenſis, and 
_ others, by Sin, underſtand Sins of Commiſſion, and 

by Treſpaſs, Sins of Omiſſion. Others place Sin in 


the Act, and Treſpaſs in the Thought.” 'Eupubinits, 


and others, make that to be the Sin which is againſt 3 


Knowledge ; and Treſpaſs, through Ignorance or Im- 
Prudence. Sigonius, who is followed by moſt Inter- 
preters, ſays the quite contrary, which is alſo the 
Opinion of Philo Fudæus, who ought to know the 


. Caſe, and he maketh Sin a Sin of Ignorance, and Tref- + 


paſs a Sin againſt Knowledge. Others imagine, that 
Sin and Treſpaſs are only two Words for the ſame 
Thing. Others again obſerving, that both theſe Offer- 


ings were made for Sins of Ignorance, ſuppoſe the 3 


Sin-Offering for an Ignorance of the Fact, and the 
Treſpaſs-Offering for àn Ignorance of the Law, as if 
a Man eat conſecrated Bread not knowing it to be 
ſuch, is Ignorance of the Fact, or not knowing it was 


» al 


forbiden, is Ignorance of the Law. 
1 ſhall not ſpend Time in examining theſe ſeveral 
Opinions, but declare what I take to be the Truth of 
the Caſe, and my Reaſons for itt. 


1. No doubt but the Words Hataa and Afbam, 


Which we tranſlate Sin and Treſpaſs, de both fignify - | 


Sin in a proper Senſe, and are often uſed promiſcu- 
ouſly; yet when they are diſtinguiſhed,” according to 
theſe two Sorts of Offerings, they are certainly re- 
ſtrained to ſome particular Senſe, and denote different 
kinds of Simm. ñxñ OO 
2. The Sins for which Sin-Offerings were made, 
were all Sins of Ignorance ; the Caſes mentioned in 
| Cevit. iv, where the Law gives Directions about 
ent, 475 an of ther e FA Woes pane 


+ 


"= &' n A ere or en . 
when they knew ſome Sin had been committed,” bur 
were yet in doubt what the particular Sin was, or 


. 7 ny 


— LEE 


when there was a Doubt whether any Sin had been 


committed, but had Reaſon to ſulpe& the worſt, - In . 
all theſe Caſes Sin-Offerings were appointed. „55 
The general Law about them in Levit. iv. 2. runs 
Rs thus, i 4 8oul ſhall fin through Ignorance, againſt any 
of the Commandments of the Lord, (concerning things 
zohich. ought not to be done) and Hall do againſt any « 


them; Ec. All the particular Caſes there mentioned, 


| ay Branches of this general Law, that is, about Sins x 
1 t Ignorance, whetlier in the Prieſt, Ruler, the whole 


ople, or any particular Perſon. And according to 
theſe 


3. The Sin-Offering was not allowed for eviry'Sit 


of Ignorance, but for ſuch only as tranſgreſſed the 


Law of outward Religion, that is, the ceremonial 


Law. For I do not find any Expiation allowed or 
mentioned for Tranſgreſſions of the moral or judicial 
Law, unleſs ſuch Tranigrefſion included alſo a Breach 
of the ceremonial Law); and in that Caſe, it was the 


Breach of the Ceremony that was expiated, and not 
the moral or civil Tränſgreſſion. Wherever 
particular Caſe is named, it is always of that Sort. 


And this ſeemeth to be meant by that Expreſſion in the 


Law, againſt any of the Commandments concernin 


_things which aug ht not to be done, that is, of inſtituted 
Worſhip, And the particular Caſes refer intirely to 
5 Crimes, ſuch as Purifications, 
and cleanſing of Women and Lepers, the Defilement 
of a Nazarite, Sc. Among mhle Sins againſt inſti- 
tuted Religion, is ee Idolatry, When it was 
by a general Error or Miſtake in the! ind or manner 


and not to mora 


of Sacrifice, 


4. The Trepeg Offering, was made tor Sins of i 


» Ignorance of the ſame Natare, and alſo for ſome Sins 
againſt 


3 mY * 1 * 1 
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Diſtinctions, there are particular Sin- Gerne | 
appointed. 


| 4 before Conviction; for if a Man did not own his 
Sin until he was convicted, it was ſuppoſed to be done 
with, an high Hand, and ſuch a Perſon was to be cut 
off. No Sacrifice was allowed to reſtore him. Theſe 
Sins againſt Knowledge, are mentioned Levit. v. ang 
vi. and all of them have reference to voluntary Per- 7 
jury; and ſince an Oath was a ſolemn Act of religious” 
Worſhip, Perjury was looked upon as a Sin againſt” 
Religion, which might be atoned by Sacrifice, if the 
Man out of Conſcience owned his Fault before he was 
% ON SEISEE Gen © 
hut that which diſtinguiſhed a Treſpaſs from a Sin, 
ſeemeth to be this, that ſuch Sins as beſide the Tranſ-" 
greſſion of the religious Law, did alſo ſome Injury to 
the Property or Poſſeſſions of God, or Man, were 
called Treſpaſſes; but where no Property was invaded 
by the Crime, it was ſimply called a Sin. The firſt 
required a Treſpaſs- Offering, the ſecond a Sin- Offer- 
ming. %%% dA "Ras es 88 
Thus all the Caſes of Perjury mentioned, are ſuch” 
as injured their Neighbour ; and together with the Sa- 
crifice; they were obliged to reſtore what was defrauded, ' Þ 
and a fifth Part more.: But if the guilty Perſon has 
been convicted, no Sacrifice was allowed,” and he Was f 
condemned to reſtore double. And when a Treſpaſs-* 
Offering was ordered to be made for Crimes that did 
not regard their Neighbour, but related immediatel ß 
to God, they are ſuppoſed to include ſome Frau 
done to God in his Poſſeſſions, or holy Things ſek 
apart to his Service, and a Compenſation is ordered} . 
to be made according as the-Prieft ſhould value the 
Thing refuſed or imbezzled. As in Levit. v. 15. 
Fa Soul commit a Treſpaſs, and fin through Ignorance, 
in the holy Things of the Lord, then be ball bring fon 
bis 7. reſpaſs unto the Lord a Ram without Blemiſh, 
out. of. the Flocks, with thy Eftimation by Shekels of 
 Sioer, after the Shekel * Santuary, for u 4 
EY =” 1 
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| paſi-Offering ; ond be ſhall make * fur * Ham 
that be hath done in the holy Thing, and fball add 4 
fifth Part thereto, and give it unto tber Prieſt. 
The ſame muſt be underſtood of the Treſ pals-Of- 
ering to be made by a Man that lay with a berrothed 
Maid Slave, Levit. xix. 20, 21. in which Caſe . an | 
Injury was done to the Property of another, No | | 
other Inſtances are given of. Treſpaſs-Offerings, hut 
that of a Nazarite who had broken 2 Vow, Numb. 
vi. 12. and the Purification of a Leper, Levit. xiv. 12. 
= The Breach of a Nazarite's Vow 4. an Injury done 
FF! to God's Property, for the Nazarite was his. And 
= the cleanſing of a Leper was attended with a Burnt- . 
1 Offering, a Offering, and a  Treſpaſs-Offering,. 
| becauſe Leproſy was a Plague ſent as a Puniſhment 
for ſome Sin; and ſince the Sin which cauſed it was 
unknown, theſe ſeveral Sorts of Sacrifices were ap- 
pointed, that in caſe the Sin was expiable, they t 
| #4 ſure to uſe the proper Means, by uſing the 3 4 
4. The Peace-Offerings were of three ! > Thank- 
Offerings, Freewill-Offerings, and Offerings for Vows, 
which ſhew their Nature and End fufficiently by their 
. Names ; and as there is no Diſpute about they. they 
need no farther Explication. 
From this Account of Sacrifices, it appears, "that 
they did not free Men from the moral Turpitude of 
* - Sin, nor from any Guilt incurred by the Breach of the 
=: - moral Law, but from the Guilt 7 ſuch Sins only as 
1 were a Tranſgreſſion of the inſtituted Worſhip of the 
FJ. Not from all theſe, but ſuch only. as were 
= committed through Ignorance, and in ſome Caſes 
WM through Infirmity ; yet they. effectually removed all 
I their legal Impurities, and external Defilements. 
1 Hence the Author to the. Hebrews, . who p perfectiy 
underſtood the Nature of the eib Nen argues, 
That the Blood of Bulls and Goats, and the Aſbes of a 
Heifer, ſprinkling the unclean, ſauttifieth to the 4 5, 
ing of the Fleſh, Heb. ix. * that is, they wake By 
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moral Stain of Sin; Which he attributes to another 
Cauſe, to the Blood of Chriſ t. 
All Sins under the Law of Moſes may be coded 
in two different Views: 1. As doing Injuſtice to our- 
Neighbour.: 2. As a Diſobedience ta God. As they 


do Injuſtice to our Neighbour, they fall a the. 


Cookies of the Civil Magiſtrate. And the Prieſt 


had no Concern in ſuch Sinners, unleſs the Crime 


comprehended ſome Tranſgreſſion of a poſitive Ordi- 
nance of Religion; and in ſuch Caſes 4 va wager 


Offering was allowed to expiate the legal Offences. . 


and a Keſtitution ſhould ſatisfy the Neighbour. : 


As any Sin was a Diſobedience to God, it ademijett 
alſo a twofold Conſideration, in reſpect of God's mo- 


ral Law made known by Nature, and his poſitive 


Law. known only by Revelation. 'Tranſgreffians 
againſt the moral Law admitted of no Expiation, non 


| do we read of any Sacrifice appointed to atone fon 
Sing of that kind; but Diſobedience to the poſitive. | 


revealed Laws of Religion might be expiated, when 
the Sin was committed anne | Vet this muft be 
farther conſidered. - +05 | 

For in every Diſobedience to the 1 of God, the 


Sin, among the Jes, had a double Conſideration; 
Such a Sin contracted a moral Guilt, ariſing from the 


Turpitude of the Action, which expaſed the Offen- 
der to God's Wrath; and it alſo contracted a legal 
Pollution, which ſuſpended the Relation the Offender 


had to God, and unqualified him to make any Offers. 
ing or Oblation, or join in any publick Act of Wor- | 


ſhip, till the legal Impurity was removed. 
Now the Sacrifices, Oblations, and other . 
Expiations and Cleanſings, intirely removed this legal 
Impurity and Incapacity, and qualified the Offender 
for all the Rights of an 1fraelite, and made him fit tg 
perform and 1 in any publick Act of inſtituted © 
B 2 E 
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Worip, N was $ injoined to 4 CEA af That el, 
but d r not remove the moral Guilt or Stain of Sin, 
dotherwiſe than ſymbolically, as it was a Spriblat:or or 
Sign of Repentance and inward: Purity, and a Type 
of the Expiation to be made by the Blood of the 
MNMeſſas to come. Until which Time, the moral Guilt 
and Stain of Sin, were reſerved in God's own Power, 


a 1 200 


under his immediate Cognizance, and which he pu- 


niſhed or forgave, according to his Fleaſure, d the 


en of the Man's Repentance. LG 


The Sum of the Whole is this, the Offence agai inſt 


our Neighbour, and the Breach of the moral Law, 


were ſubject to the Cognizance of the Magiſtrate. 


The moral and inherent Turpitude, and the Guilt of 
Sin, were under God's immediate Cognizance. But 


the legal Imparity, Incapacity, Uncleanneſs, or ex- 


ternal Defilement of Sin, ariſing fiom the Breach of 


a poñitive Law of inſtituted Religion, and that When 


committed through Ignorance or Infirmity, belonged 


to the Office and Cognizance of the Prieſt; who alone 


offered the Sacrifice, and atoned for the guilty, | 


The Silence of Moſes, and the various Opinonb ef 
learned Men, about the Nature and Efficacy of the 


ſeveral Sorts of Sacrifices, is a ſtrong Preſum ption, 
that all theſe kinds of Sacrifices were of Uſe before 


the Law, and very well known to the People by con- 
ſtant Practices from the moſt early Patriarchs.z and 


that Moſes, ſuppoſing their Knowledge of theſe 


Things, preſcribed nothing new about them, only 


made many Additions to their Number and Ceremo- 


nies, in order to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh that Nation 


from the Manners and Cuſtoms of the reſt of the 
World. Otherwiſe he would not have failed to ex- 
plain the Thing as diſtinctly as the manner, and we 


| ſhould have been at no Lois to find out the Reaſon 
and Deſign of theſe r u and what Effect they 


produced. 


It 


tion, as God | himſelf teſtifies by Moſes, I 


by Contact, rendered People unclean. And when a 
F was unclean, by any of the Reaſons declared 
in the Law, there were different Forms of Purification, 
by waſhing, ſprinkling with the Aſhes of a red Hei. 


ts wy * 


the! Jows, -ovnſified in youll 4 


external Defilements and Cleanſings were purely de- 
ſigned to keep them unmixt, in that State of 2 
Levit. xx. 23 
who gives this Reaſon why they ſhould not def 
themſelves hy theſe external Things, becauſe I have 


2 den youu other on that your 2 be 


mine. 
All manner ot Beaſts were divided Its cle 404 


unclean; the Carcaſe of a dead Beaſt, the Corpſe of 


a Man, many Diſtempers, and ſeveral other Things, 


fer, ſome by the Intervention of the Prieſt, and ſome 
by themſelves, but after all theſe Ceremomies they 


were not perfectly clean, and reſtored to their Privi- 


ledges, until by the Miniſtration of the Prieſt, they 


had offered the Proper Sacrifice . by is 55 


Law. 
Aether effential Part of Reſiggoi; and the Prieft's $ 


Office, was the offering up of their Prayers. In the 
| Temple Service there was no ſtated Form, but every 
Man prayed ſeparately by himſelf. . This is agreed 
on among the Rabbies, and appeareth from Hannab's 
praying by herſelf; and becauſe ſhe in her Earneft- 


neſs. continued longer, or perhaps uſed'fome uncom- 
mon Geſtures, Eli miſtook. her for 'a drunken Wo- 
man; and alfo from the Repreſentation made by our 


Goſpel, 


8 — 5 
ternal —— — them when they hap- 
pened to be defiled; |. As that People were ſeparated 
from the reſt of the World, and brought into a Cove- 
nant Relation with God, io the many Rules about 


Saviour" of the Fhariſee and Derr the - 
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e l ular week not 
| 3 eee until they were preſented to C 


OE 


them, or faying them before them, as was-the man- 


ner of the Rulers of the Synagogue; and is the Prac- Y 


tie of the Miniſters: in Chriſtian Chur 
offering Incenſe at the Altar of Incenſe 1 in the Sancti. 


ary; which was twice every Day ar the Offeting of 


the daily Sacrifice, ee an Time 5 hon the 
-Hour of Prayer. e RY 85 
For while the amd was a Ange 46 Alaar of 
Incenſe was cleanſed ; and while. the Blood, was a 
| ſprinkling, ſome of the Lamps were dreſſed; when 
this was done, and the Pieces of the Sacrifice were 
carried to the Altar, ſalted and left there, the Preſi- 
| Fon ent called to all in the Courts to go to Prayers, 
hile they prayed ſeparately, the Prieſt went into 
the £0 RS to burn the Ineenſe; then the Preſident 
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| be the Prieſt; which be. did, not by joining wich 


i | . g « 


1 


without called to him within, Sir, offer the: Incenſe; | 
on the Giving of which Signal, the Incenſe was ſet on 


Fire, and all the Company in the Court withdrew 


downward from the Temple, to finiſh the reſt of their 
Prayers, while the Incenſe was burning. When the 


Prayers were finiſhed, the Prieſt laid. the Pieces of 
© the Sacrifice on the Altar. After which the Prieſt 
ſolemnly prayed for a Bleſſing on the People, while 
he ſtood on the Steps going up to the Porch. That 
Form of Prayer is called the Bleſſing, and is pecullar 
to the Prieſt's Office. The Form is preſeribed, 
Numb. vi. 22, 23. The Lord bleſs thee, and keep 


thee; the Lord make bis Face to ſpiut upon thee; an 


De gracions unto thee; the Lord lift up his Countenance 
upon thee, and give thee Peace. After which it is 
added, And they ſball put my Name upon the Children 


of Iſrael, and I will bleſs them In which Words, the 
Prieſts are commanded to call upon the Name of the 


Lord, and int eat him to bleſs the People; and upon 


their Prayer God Mae Promiſeth to bleſs 9 ; 


3 WEE gs 
this Cuſtorn was 2 2 in our — s Days. 
For St. Laute informeth us, Lutte i. 10. The whole 
Multitude were praying without at the Time of Incenſe. 
And that the Offering of Incenſe, was really an offer- 
ing and preſenting of the beo e's Prayers to God, 
St. John more than intimateth, Rev. viii. 3, 4. when 


— 


be the Prayers of the Saints. Whence alſo the P/almiſt 
cxli. 2. compares chem, Let Lo Prayers be fet forth 
before thee as Incenſe, © 

Theſe three were the otincpul” and effential Parts 
of the Prieſt's Office. 1. To make an Atonement 


oy 0 — * 
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4 Ps 2 


recommend their Prayers to God by lncenſe, and dif. 
| miſs them with the Prayer of Bleſſing, - 

The other Parts of their Office are no more n 
Appendages, and neceſſary Concomitants and Conſe- 
quences of theſe : For Inſtance, they had the Change 
of the Temple, where theſe holy Rites muſt be per- 


to be uſed in the Miniſtration; of the holy Garments 

for themſelves to wear; of the Book of the Law, 

Which was their only Birector how they ſhould dif- 

charge their Office.: They therefore cleaned the Al. 

tars, dreſſed the Lamps, kindled the Incenſe, found» 
ed the Trumpets at the ſolemn Feaſts,” kept the Fire 
alive on the great. Altar, prepared the holy Ointment 
with the Spices, fet the Shew Bread on the Table, and 

did all other Things relating to the Worſhip of God 

in the Temple. 

But it is queſtioned whether by their Office they 
were obliged to teach the Law, and what Part of 1 it, 
and in what manner they were to teach it, 

Several Places of Scripture put it beyond co 
verſy, that the Prieſts were required to teach the Law. 

As in Deut. xxxi. 9. And Moles wrote the Lom, and 

Te.” "delivered 
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he explains the offering of Incenſe by the Angels, to 


for the People's Sins by Sacrifice. 2. To cleanſe - 
them from their legal Defilements. And, 3. To 


formed; of all the Veſſels and Ureiafils, which were * 


+ *» 
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| ee, 8 ſaying, — hou ſhalt read WB 5 
Before all. Iſrael in their Hearing. And Leuit x. 9, 10. 
the Prieſts. are forbidden to drink Wine, That tbey 
may teach'the. Children of Iſrael all the Statutes, Se. 
The Prophet Malachi alſo, ch. ii. 7. obſerves, that 
the Prief Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and they ſhould 
eek the Lau at his Mouth. The Prophet Hoſea alſo, 
iv. 6. complains, that God's People are deſtroyed for 
lack of Knowledge, and blames the Prieſts for this Ig- 
norance of the People, as themſelves are blamed for 
teaching for Hire, by Micab iii. 2. In the 2 Chron, © 
xv. 3. Hrael is. ſaid to have been long without\a N 
** Riel. 
8 "Akhough theſe Places prove their Cbliguicn) to 
- Seach the Law, yet they do not ſo preciſely inform us, 
what Law it was which belonged: to their Office to 
teach, but that ſtill there is room left for a farther 
Enquiry. And we ſhall find it. was not the whole 
Law of Moſes, . but the ceremonial Law. only, the 
Laws about external Religion, or religious Worſhip. 
For as the eſſential Part of their Office was confined 
to poſitive and inſtituted Worſhip, it is natural to be- 
| heve, that their teaching was of no greater Extent. 
They do not ſeem to have had any more Concern 
about the moral and judicial Law, by vertue of their 
Office, than any of their Nation. This ſeems a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of their Office, and therefore the 
Muren about it are ſcarce any. | 
The only Place that looks like a Precept is that be· 
fore quoted Place of Deut. xxxi. 9. where the Prieſts 
are commanded to read the Law to all the People; 
but by reading the whole Paſſage, it is eaſy to obſerve, 
that the Charge of keeping the Law is given to the 
Prieſts, in Conjunction with the Elders, of the Chil- 
- dren of Iſrael, that is, the whole Sanhedrim. And 
the Charge of reading the Law once in ſeven Years, 
publickly, to Al the os is alſo given to the ſame 
Sanhedrim, 
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in the promiſed Land, Je the chi * Magi 
: aflembled the People, and read the Law, pu 0 
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To this Purpoſe, let us examine the Texts of Scrip= 
ture before quoted, Levit. x. 9, 10. Do not drink 


Wine, nor ſtrong Drink, thou nor thy Sons, when ye go | 


into the Tabernacle of the Congregation, left ye die. It 
ſhall be a Statute for ever throughout your Generations, ' © 
and that ye may put a Difference between holy and un- 
holy, and between unclean and clean. And that ye may © 
teach the Children of Iſrael all the Statutes which the 


Lord hath ſpoken unto you by the Hand of Moſes.  :: 


Nadab and Abibu, two Prieſts of the Sons of Aaron, 
had careleſly taken common Fire, and not the holy 


Fire of the Altar, and with this firange Fire had 


burnt Incenſe before the Lord. For this Offence in 
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ang” Men's 
Were bot with ſtrong Liquor, Which made 
them guilty of fo groſs a Miſtake in the divine Ser- 
vice. To prevent the Danger of 4 Fault of the like 
Nature, as ſoon as Mojes had related the Crime and 
"Puniſhment of theſe Prieſts, he declares this Law; 
the Deſigm of which is to keep the Prieſts ſober'in the 
Adminiſtration, ' both for their own Sakes, and the 
Peoples.” > For their own Sakes, leſt they ſhould | 
miſtake in any of the:Ceremonies of their Miniſtra- 
tion. And for the People's, left they Thould lead 
them into a Miſtake of the like Nature. Therefore 
the Inſtances given are of Things holy and unholy, 
klean and unclean, wherein the People were to be'di- 
rected by the Priefts. And the Precept ſays expreſly, 
they ſhould teach the People the Statutes of the Lord, 
which Word, Statutes, is generally underſtood to 
Sgnify that Part of the Law which directed their holy 
| Rites and poſitive Worſhip, and hath a natural Refer- 
_— to the holy and unholy in the Words befote 
m. tp os ; a 1 * 0 J A ew | e . a We Lab 
When the Scripture giveth Inſtances of any parti- 
evlar Caſe, wherein the Prieſts were to teach the Peo- 
ple, the Inſtance is never in any Part of the moral or 
Judicial Law, but always of the ceremonial; Which 
may ſerve to explain ſuch Places of the Prophets, 
where the teaching of the Law is ſaid to be their 
Charge. Thus Levit. xiv. 16, and 57. Take beed, 
_ faith Moſes, to the Plague of Leproſy, that thou ob- 
 ferve diligently, and do according to all the Prieft and 
Tevite ſhall teach you, Deut. xxiv. 8. © 
The matt Hate! explaineth fully what Law the 
Prieſts were obliged to teach, Hag. ii. 11. Thus ſaith 
he Lord of Hoſts, aſs now the Prieſts concerning the 
Law, ſaying, if one bear holy Fleſh. in bis Garment, 
and with his Skirt do touch Bread, or Pottage, &r ' 
Wine, or Oil, or any Meat, ſpall it be holy ?” * 


the Prieſt 's Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, An 


People ſacrificed on 
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fail, ſhall be unc luan. „ LOR N 12 

In 15 n alſo the Prophet Malachi N 
ſeek the Lew at bis Mouth; Mal. ii. 7: Th Pre 

ieh diſtinguiſneth expreſly t Office of the 
Prieſt, Magiſtrate, and Prophet, a xvii.” 49; -7he 
Law hall not periſh from thi Prieſt,” nor Jounſel- 9 
the Wiſe, nor the Word from the Prophet. F 
ceretnonial Law, was the Prieſt's Charge; the ra © 


cial; that of the Wiſe or Magiſtrates; and Morality, 
and divine - Judgments, called the Word, "that of ns 


Prophets, as we Scl Ke in ths Seqye eh, -* 
When the Prophet Hoſes complains, tht God's 


| Prople wore deſtroyed: for lick of Knowledge, and 


threatens the Prieſt for forgetting. the Law of God, 

and rejecting Knowledge, Huſ. I. 6. he _— 

his Meaning ſufficiently, in the 13th Verſe of that 

Chapter, by 1 in the cee det Law, the 
the 


and Elms, Their Tranſgreſſion was againſt inſtituted 
Worſhip, and they were led into it by the Ignorance 
and Negligence of the Prieſts, ' whoſe peculiar' Charge 
that 4 but whenever the People ate rebuked for 
33 the Blame is caſt on themſelves, or on 


the Magiſtrates, and not on the Prieſts, whoſe Office 


lay anot cher Way. 

In 2 Chron. xv. 3. a Compliant is made that "I 
was without a teaching Prieft. This Complaint i 
made by Azariab the Jon of Oded, and is given as 
one Reaſon of the Crimes which brought Judgments 
on the Land. Since the Prophet G0 not cell” us the 
Sins they had fallen into for Want of a teaching Prieſt, 


but contents himfelf with = that as a Cauſe of the 
Judgments ; we ſhall de 


OV what their. Sink were, 


Tops of the Mun u, and = 
burnt Fe on the Hills, under Oaks, and Poplars, 
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PR "Re Keformution * Aſa made upon the Pro: 
phetꝰ's Speech to him and the People. And we have 
that Account in the 8th Verſe. Ven Aſa heard the 
Words of the Prophecy of Oded the Prophet, be took 
Courage, and put away the abominable Idols, out of 
the Land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the Cities 
which he had taken from Mount Ephraim, and renewed 
dhe Altar of the Lord,—and offered unto the Lord, : 
700 Oxen, 7000 Sheep, Sc. 
It ſeems then by this Reformation, that the Sins 
they were guilty of for want of a teaching Prieſt, were 
the Neglect of God's immediate Service, and Profar 
nation of his Temple and Altar by Idolatry; which 
was the moſt eſſential Part of the Prieſt's Office to 
guard againſt : For the whole Weng. was under 
their Care. 
All theſe Inſtances make i it al that the Prieſts | 
Office was confined both in Practice, Power, Inſtruc- 
tion, and Teaching, to inſtituted Worſhip, to the 
immediate Service of God, and their holy. Things, 
And this is alfo the Opinion of their modern Rabbies, 
For as Mr. Lewis, in his Antiquities, quotes them, E 
page r, The Elders judged the People in 
ic Matters of Debate and Controverſy, but never in- 
« ſtructed them by preaching ; the Prieſts judged 
* and inſtructed, but it was more by reſolving Que- 
tc ſtions, than by common proving, or Serrhons 
*© the Scribes were Preachers, n that 
« taught the People from the Pulpit, as well as de: 
ac termined upon Doubts and Controverſies,”* _ , .-. 
We fhall have Occaſion hereafter to enquire into 
| the Office of the Scribes, I only obſerve here, that 
the Inſtruction which is made Part of the Prieſt's 
Office, conſiſted in reſolving of Queſtions, that is, in 
| anſwering Caſes of Conſcience relating to their holy 
Things, and Uncleanneſſes, like thoſe Caſes in the 
 Forequoted Place of Haggai, about clean Beaſts, Ble- 
wiſhes legal FRY and Cleanſings. Such * 


| oft url inftituted Worſhip was. intricate and 


e 


they ſhall ſhew thee the Sentence of Tudgment, and thow 
ſhalt do according to the Sentence which they of that 
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Jer 8 | 
ed, and required a particular Study. and Practice. 


The People alſo by the Law were bound to be deter- 


mined by the Judgment of the Prieſts, whoſe Judg- 
ment in theſe Caſes was final; as allo i in the Caſe of 
Leproſy and Jealouſy ; the Reaſon of which laſt is, 
becauſe the cleanſing of the Leper, and trial of Jea- 
louſy, were done by holy and religious Ceremonies » 


and therefore, by the Nature of the Thing, the Cog- 


nizance of theſe Cauſes fell to the Prieſt, wap was 


the ſole Miniſter of Religion. 


There 1s indeed one Text which Gen per i 


tute the Prieſt, in Conjunction with the Magiſtrate, a 


Judge in Civil Affairs, and that by virtue of, or as a 


Part of his Office, Deut. xviii. 8. 7 there ariſe a 
Matter too hard for thee in Fudgment, between Blood 


and Blood, between Plea- and Plea, and between Stroke 


and Stroke, being Matters of Controverſy within thy. 
Gates, then ſhalt thou ariſe and get thee up unto the. 


Place which the Lord thy God ſhalt chooſe; and thou 
Halt come unto the Prieſts and Levites, and unto the 
Fudge that ſhall be in thoſe Days, and*enquire ; and 


Place (which the Lord fhall chooſe) ſhall ſhew thee,---- 
and the Man that will do preſumptuouſly, and will not 
hearken unto the Prieſt, (that ſtandeth to miniſter there © 
before the Lord thy God) or unto the Judge, even that 
Man ſpall die. 35 


The beſt Expoſition af u debt Tune hed > 


from the Practice of the Courts, purſuant to that 


Law. And in this Caſe we have the Practice of Je- 


Hoſaphut, 2 Chron. xix. which is a genuine Comment 


on this Text, and fully explaineth it. - By this Text 


it appears, there were inferior Courts in Iſrael; for 
Gates in the Old Teſtament ſignify Courts of Jultice: 


And the Law in this Text, erects a ſupream Court at 
the Place where the Tabernacle or Tem ple ſhould be, 
| 7 which 


0 AX. 


which ſhould receive Appeals from 4 inferior 1 
and determine finally. E ſupream Court conſiſteth 


of Prieſts and Judges, who are, by the Text, to de- 


Wine civil and criminal Cauſes 
In 2 Chron. xix, we find King eboſaphat. erecting : 


ch in the Country, ver. 5, And be {et Judges 


in the Land throughaut all the fenced Cities f Judah; 


ters of Iſrael, for the Fudgmeut of the Tord, and for 


and ver. 8. he erected the ſypream Tribunal for Ap- 
peals at Feruſalem, being the Place which the Lord 
choſe, .. In Jeruſalem 410 Jehoſaphat ſet of tbe Le- 
vites, and of the Priefts, and of the chief of the. Fa- 


Controverſes, when they returned to Jeruſalem. And 
Be charged them bat Cauſe ſoever ſhall com to 
Jou of your Brethren that dwell in their Cities, Bet wech 


Blood and Blood, between Lato and Commandment, 


Statutes and Fudgments, Sc. Here he erecteth his 
Court of Appeals: The Queſtion is, Whether the 
Prieſts and Judges acted jointly in all Cauſes, or the 
Prieſts were confined to religious Cauſes, and the 

Judges to- civil and criminal. And the next Verſe 


leemeth plainly to divide them; for ver. 11. Jeboſa- 


phat addeth, And bebold Awariah the chief "Prieſt ii : 


over you in all Matters of the Lord; and Zebadiah the 


Sen of Iſhmael, the Ruler of the Houſe of Judah, for 
all the King's Matters ; alſo the Levites Hell le . g 


cers before yau. 


Here the High Prieſt grefideth 1 in religious De: 1 


bates; and the Ruler in civil Actions; ſo that the 


Prieſt's principal Buſineſs even in theſe Courts were 


the Affairs of Religion, and the Magiſtrate was over 


civil and criminal Matters. 
And yet by the Jewiſh Conſtitution the Prieſts 
might be Judges in civil Cauſes, and often were, but 


not by vertue of their prieſtly Office, but as theß 


were great Men, of a liberal Education, and qualified 


for Poſts of that Nature. The Prieſt's Office was 


Fee wache to Religion, but as Men ad! Su - 
Ject 


l 


je 1 in any oft for the good of the State, if he find 
him qualified for it. W the J eus practiſed accord». | 


_ judged. Hrael forty Vears; and both H 


„ 1 
jets, they were not excluded or re 


Emplo loyment Civil or Military, they might he Mini- 
lter of State, Judges, Officers, and Soldiers. * 


where Men are not reſtrained by ſome ſuperior Laws . 


the chief DIA ſtrate hath a Right to employ any Su 


ingly. The Sacredneſs of the Office did not m 
the Prieſt uſeleſs in any Neceſlity of State. No 23 


vine Law laid any Incapacity upon them for ſuch, - 
Emyloyments, they ſtill retained their natural Right * 


and Freedom, and made uſe of it on pro e W 
ons, as the Government ſaw fit. Eli the 


Prieſts, and Levites, are mentioned, As Min ers 

State, Judges, and Officers. - 
It ſoundeth odly in Chriſtian c 9 9 — us 

Cuſtom. hath been long condemned, that Prieſts, 


ſhould be Soldiers and Men of Blood. And yet the, 


Caſe is certain, as to the Jews, 1 Chron. xii, 23. / the. 


Army is thus reckoned up: J he/e are the Numbers of 


the Bands that were ready armed to the NM ar. — In 


which Number we find the Prieſts, ver, 27% 28. 


Jehoiada was the Leader of the Aaronites, and with. 
him were three thouſand and ſeven, hundred. And Za- 
dok, a young Man mighty in Valour, and of his Fa. 
ther? s Houſe, twenty and two Captains. All theſe 
were Prieſts, as were thoſe their Leaders, Febojada 
and Zagok, 2 Sam. viii. 17, 18. being Sons of Aaron, 
as we alſo find Benaiab, aptain 'of E Havid $ pans 
one of the ſame F amily and Office. 

After the Reſtoration from the Captivity, down to 
the Days of our Saviour, the Prieſts were notoriouſly - 
Generals,. Soldiers, Judges, Stateſmen, and chief 
Miniſters of State ; and eyen Kings, without an 
Reproof or Mark of Illegality taken Notice of hy ous 
Saviour, or his Apoſtles, juſt as they might bes 


Teachers i in the Synagogues and Doctors of the Law, 


"But 
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The 1 were the reſt of the Tribe of Leni ” 
- who were not of the Seed of Aaron. Their Office 
was to miniſter to the Prieſts, as the Prieſts did before 


the Lord, Numb. xviii. ſpeaking to the Prieſts, God 


faith, And J, behold I have taken your. Brethren the 
Levites from among the Children of Iſrael, to you they 


are given as a Gift for the Lord, to do the Service of 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation. They were under 
the Direction of the Prieſts, a, kind of Servants ta 


them. While the Tabernacle continued, their Buſi- 
neſs was to take it down, and ſet it up; to carry it 
about as the Hoſt removed; and to take Care of all 
the Things belonging to it. But after the Building of 
the Temple, that Part of their Office ceaſed of courſe, 
and they were made Porters, Singers, Muſicians, and 

Treaſurers to the Temple, and-kept Guard about it. 


Such of them as lived in the Country, being Men of ; 
leiſure, applied themſelves to Learning, and were 


qualified, and frequently appointed to be Judges, and 


Doctors, to anſwer Doubts and Queſtions about the 
Law. They alſo wrote the pubfick Records, and 
| Genealogies, and were employed to write out Copies. 


of the Law. In Proceſs of Time they alſo became 
Generals of Armies, and Counſellors of State to the 
King, principal Advancers of Learning and Know- 


ledge, and excelled in all the Arts and Sciences, of 


| theſe Ages. Hence alſo the Schools of the Prophets, 


and Univerſities of the Land, came frequently under 


their Government : For they being very numerous, 


2 ſmall Part of them were - ſufficient to end their 
, Office 


Differ 


to the e 


tas 


Office in the Temple 3 the teſt applied — 
all Employments proper for Men-of mes and a F: 


liberal Education. 4 
A Naxarite was no eccleſiaſtical PaiGoa, bing * 
who, by his own Act, in a ſolemn Vow, Lad and | 
crated and devoted hinifelf to ſome 8 Acts of 
Devotion for a longer of ſhorter Time. 1 
And the Hirſt-born were holy by God? 8 Dei 
tion, but their Holineſs or Separation eontinued only 
until their Price of Redemption were paid ; after 
which they were eſteemed no more: holy chan e 
other Tiaelite, © 3 
Among the Priefts, of whom: we have o e 


difcourſed, there was one + gn the High Prieft, wha 


was inveſted with Dignity and Power, and had 


many Prerogatives above his Brethren, wkich do not 


fall rly under our Conſideration, - as making no 
ce in the Nature and End of his Office, al- 


though of -an highet Order ; for he alſo repreſented 


the Peogle to God, made an "Atonement for them by 


Sacrifice, recominiended — Bray — "RS 
cenſe, and blefied them. eſt might — 
at the Altar, he did once a * — — | Moſt Holy; 
by ſprinkling the Blood within the vey but that doth 


| . make a S AE Office. - 


As the-Prieſts'were of the Family of Aron, forns | 
ppc d, that the High Prieſthood was limited 
leſt Sons of that Houſe, and made hereditary 
in that Senſe 


by a divine Right; but I ean find u 


ſuch lineal Succeflion of eldeſt Sons, and cheir eldeſt 


| In fixing che Succeſſion of che High Prieſt to tho 
Line of Aaron, it is particularly ordered, Exad. xxix. 


29, 30. That 1h1 Boly Garments of Aaron Hall be his 


Sons after him, to be anvinted therein, and to be conſes 
crated in them and that Son, thatiis Prieſt in his 
Stead, ſhall put thaw" on ſeven Days, c. where the 
cautious * * that bon that 15 3 5 


E 


"© 34 0 
in bis Sund Gorteth deſigned to leave a L. 8 


| 2 Choice. The very lame Caution is obſerved, 


Levit.-xvi. 32. The Prieſt whom he Jhall Anoint, and 
 <vbom- be all conſecrate, 10 miniſter in the- Prizft's 
_ Office in his Father's Stead, This Caution in the Ex- 
reſſion ſeemeth to carry more in it, than barely the f 

Eachußon of a Son who had a Blemiſh ſeemeth to re: 
quire, for he was reputed as dead before. 

Aaron had only two ſurviving Sons, Eleazar a d 
Ibamar, from whom the whole Race of the Prie 
hood deſcended.  Eleazar ſucceeded his Father Aaron, 
not by vertue of any Law of Primogeniture that I can 
find. Some may indeed conjecture, that the High 
Prieſthood. was intailed on Phinebas the Son of Br 
Zar, when in his Zeal he executed Judgment on 
Coſbi and Zimri, Numb. xxv. For there God pro- 
miſeth to him and his Seed after him, the Covenant of | 

an everlaſting Prieſthood z but the Promiſe is made to 
os Seed, not to his eldeſt Son; wherefore if any of 
his Offspring was High Prieſt, the Promiſe is fulfilled, 
But indeed there is no Promiſe at all of the High 
Prieſthood, but of the Simple Prieſthood; and 4 
Meaning is no more, than that the Prieſts of the Line 
of Phinehas ſhould not, faite {cls 

Since then there is no Authority * ſuch an Intail 


in the Law,; let us conſult Practice, and ſee how the 


Fetus underſtood the Law. We find Eli, and his 
Sons after him, High Prieſts, and yet they were of 
the Line of Ithamar; nor do we read of any particu- 
lar Reaſon why it was tranſlated from the Line of 
Eleazar to that of Itbamar. This giveth us room to 
conjecture,” that a fitter Perſon was found 1 in the other 
Lane.” | 
Again God took the Office ann them, and 88 ä 
it to the Line of Eleazar, in the Perſon. of Zadot, 
who was put in the room of Abiathar, wha was of the 
Line of Itbamar. And this was done, not becauſe 


lauer Line was againſt any *. but e 
1's 


— 


ſpoken to Eli, 1 Kings, ii. 27. 
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my 


Eure Tnduigence to his wicked Sons, fee 1 Sam, ii, 35.” 


and 1 Kings ii. 35. And thai Zadok was of the Line 


| of Eleazar we know from 1 Chron. vi. 8. and Abia-" 
_ thar was the Son of Abimeleck, 1 Sam. xxili. 6. which 


Abimeleck was of the Seed of Ithamar, 1 Chron, xxiv. 3. 
for Solomon thruſt out Abiathar to fulfil the Word 


After the Reſtoration from the Captivity, the Prac- 
tice of the Fews demonſtrates, that they underſtood 
the Law in a Senſe different from any ſuch Intail. 
The Maccabees were Preſts advanced to the High 


Prieſthood, as well as to the Kingdom, for their Zeal 


and Valour. - In our Saviour*s Time, as it had been 
under the Government of Antiochus Epiphanes, and 
the Syrian Kings, he that could buy the Office, or 
had moſt Intereſt with the Heathen Governor, always 
carried the Poſt, provided he was a Prieſt. And 


neither the 7ems nor our Saviour complain of this as 


an Innovation or Breach of the Law; but both Chriſt 
and St. Paul allow of theſe annual High Prieſts as 
lawful, and treat them as ſuch; and yet it is impoſſi- 


ble, that two or more eideſt Sons of the Family could 
have a lineal Right to it at once. 4. 


p . 4 Fad 


The Reaſon why God eſtabliſhed ſuch a Multitude 


ok Rites and Ceremonies, and Laws about clean and 
unclean Things and Perſons, . ſo various and different 


from the Cuſtoms of all their n&ighbouring Nations, 
was evidently to preſerye them from Idolatry, to keep. 
them, as he himfelf declareth, a ſeparate People, 
diſtinct from all the People of the Earth. And by 
this Means, it would evidently appear, that the A 


as was of that Nation and Family when he came, 


according to the Tenure of all the antient Prophecieg 


concerning him. 


And the Prieſts were inſtituted to take Care, and per- C MN 
form all theſe Rites of external Religion, to preſerve the 4 
People in that Separation ; to expiate their Offences, 


* reconcile 


** 
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| recontile them to God when they offended, and re.: 
commend their Prayers; to ſolve all their Difficulties. 
in regard to the ceremonial Law, and Caſes of Cone 
ſcience : But internal Religion, and the neceſſary Dus. 
ties of Morality, were not entruſted to their Care; 
the preaching and explaining theſe more weighty 
Matters, wherein true Religion only conſiſteth, were 
committed to another Order of Men, which we are 
ier, . 2 


i 
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07 the PROPHETS, and their Office among 
4 "i tu. - 57 0mm 


* . 


"T* HE Prophets were an Order of Men inſtituted 
I by God, to explain and make known his Will 
to Mankind; to inſtruct the People in their whole 
Duty, and reprove their Faults, and reform their 
Lives. God by Moſes maketh his Promiſe to the I/ 
raelites, Deut, xviii. 15. The Lord thy God will raiſe 
up unto thee @ Prophet from the Midſt_of thee, of thy 
Brethren like unto me, unto him ye ſhall hearken.' St. 
Peter, Acts iii. 22. applies this Prophecy to the Me: 
fias, and ſo doth St. Stephen, As vit, 37. and allo 
the Jewiſh Rabbies themſelves, yet they do nat ſeem 
to be miſtaken, when they apply it alſo to a Succeſ- 
ſton of Prophets, as a ſtanding Office in the Jewiſh 
Church. For in the 2oth Verſe, when he forctels the 
Riſing of falſe Prophets, he expreſſes them alſo in the 
ſingular Number, and in ſuch a Manner, that he ſup- 


poſeth 


os 8 * 
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* 
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But however that Caſe be, it is certain, that there 


was ſuch Succefſion-of Prophets in that Nation from 
the Days of Moſes to the Captivity. And even after 
their Return from it, ſome of them were in Being. 
We find of them in the Days of the Judges, and from 
Eli to David mention is made of Samuel, Gad, Na- 


than, Aſaph, Heman, and Jedutban. From thence 
to the Captivity, all thoſe flouriſhed, whoſe Writings 
are preſerved, beſide ſeveral others whoſe Names are 


[ 


only mentioned. 5 | 
Although God was ſometimes pleaſed to inſpire 


any Perſon whom he thought proper to ſend on a 
8 Meſſage, yet his uſual Method ſeemeth to 


have had regard to ſuch as were trained up in the 
Schools, and there fitted for the prophetick Office. 
This appeareth from many Paſſages in the Hiſtory of 
the Jewiſh Nation, which can ſcarce admit of a tole- 


rable Senſe, unleſs we allow of theſe prophetick 


Schools, where Candidates were inſtructed and pre- 
pared for their Office, either for the common Buſineſs 


of an ordinary Prophet, or for any extraordinary 


Meſſage or Expedition, wherein God, or the greater 
Prophets, ſhould think fit to employ then. 
* We find one of theſe Schools at Naioth in Rams, 

where the Jewiſh Writers are very poſitive there was 


a Domus Doctrinæ, or School of the Prophets. Thi- 


ther David fled from Saul, and lived with Samuel, 
1 Sam. xix. 18, And thither Saul ſent Meſſengers 
after him, three ſeveral Times, who, when they came 
to the Prophets, were immediately inſpired, and 


Joined in their prophetical Exerciſes. And when Saul 
went, at laſt, himſelf, as ſoon as he arrived at Nazeth, 
he was alſo inſpired, and joined in the ſame Exerciſe. 


Theſe Schools ſeem to have been under the Charge 


and Tuition of one of the greater Prophets, who was 
2 kind of Provoſt or Maſter of the College. Thus 


. ws I : o 4 3 4 go * = 
{ 2 | 
3⁰ op 
o 8 "Pp — m 2 


te Rabbies ts” 1 am. xix. 20. Aud hen 
they ſaw the Company of the Prophets propbecying, 


Samuel fanding as appointed over them. The Chaldee 


Paraphraſe renders theſe Words thus, Samuel . 45 
4 Teac ber or Maſter over tbem. 


Theſe Scholars, or Diſciples, = called by "= 


"uſual Hebraiſm, the Sons of 8 Prophets, which the 


Targum on 1. Sam. x. 5. calleth a Company, of Scribes. | 


Whether it be, that as the Name Scribe was given, 
in the Days of the T argum, to ſuch as taught and ex- 

unded the Law, it therefore gives the ſame Name 
to the Diſciples of the Prophets, who executed that 
Office in their Days; or they were really, even then, 
| known by that Name. R. Kimchi aſſerts they were, 

upon that Place of the Targum. err Gith he, 


* the Scholars of the wile Men were called Scribes, 


< for they were the Scholars of the greater Prophets, 
<< and theſe Scholars were called the Sons of the Pro- 
< phets; now the greater Prophets who lived in that 


% Time, from Eh; to David, were. Samuel, 655 


% Nathan, Aſaph, Heman, and Jedathan. 
Io the fame Purpoſe the Chaldee Paraphraſt trans 
Mates that Queſtion made 1 Sam. x. 12. "bs is their 
Father ? by theſe Words, Who is their Maſter? be- 
cauſe, as the Scholars are called the Sons of the Pro- 


2 


phets, ſo their Maſters were called their Fathers, 


And R. Levi Ben Gerſon ſaith, ' < Samuel was called 
their Father, becauſe that Samuel inſtructed them, 
* and trained them up, by his Diſcipline, to a Der 
* gree of prophetical erfection. 


We find another School of theſe Pro ophers a Gi 


gal, whoſe Maſter ſeemeth to have been Eliſha, 
2 Kings iv. 38. And Eliſha came again to Gilgal, and 
there was a Dearib in the Land, and the Sons of the 

Prophets were ſitting before him ; and he ſaid unto his 
Servant, ſet on the great Pot, and ſeeth Pottage for 


the Sons of the Prophets. . The Number of theſe Di- 
ſciples, or Scholars, he an hundred, ver. el who 
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If ſeeme {feat eat in common aft er 
of a Collegiate Life. "ION 3 
Berbel and Jericho had each r Nn be 65 eſe 
Colleges, 2 Kings li. For when Elhab was to be 
taken away, he went firſt to Berbel, dere the 
of the Trephes of that Place came forth to meet him. 
Thence he went to Jericho, where he was allo met 
by the Sons of the Prophets of that Place. And fifty 


of the Scholars of Jericho went to view'the Sequel, 


and ſearched in vain three Days for him in the | 
| tains, 


Apartments, 2 Kings vi. 1 1. And this is à full Proof 
that they lived there, as in a College, under the Go- 


vernment of Eliſa. 
Another of theſe Schools was at Feruſalem; het 


Huldab the Propheteſs lived in the College, as e n- 


Nate it, 2 Kings $xii. 14. The Chaldee' Paraphraſe* 
calleth it, Domus Doctrinæ, and Kimchi,” Bethmidiaſh, 
or 4 School. This College,: we are told, Vas within 
the ſecond Wall of the Cit 7. 

As theſe ſeveral S at Naith, Inna Bee 
thel, Fericho, and Gilgal, are only mentioned occaſi- 


onally, we have Reaſon to believe there might be 


more of them, aceording to the Obſervation of R. 


+ Kimthi, As the Sons of the Prophets were in Be- . 
e thel and Fericho, ſo were there alſo of them in 


& ſeveral other Places. Otherwiſe there would not 
have been enough of them to inſtruct tlie People, as 


we ſhall fee in the Sequel, their Office require them 


to do. 


he met a Company of them, 1 . X. 5. And they 
are re eee 7 Words of Miitide; when- 


ever 


* 
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Eliſba was Maſter of the Schodf? at Ginga, ben 
he cured Naaman the Hrian; and his Scholars in 
creaſed to ſuch a Number, that the Houſe could not 
contain them, which obliged them to enlarge their 


This we are ſure of, that they were i in Coder nd = 
Numbers. When dal was ſeeking his 7 Aſſes, 
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the Rabbies a 1 Sm, xx. 20 en 9 
they ſaw the Company of the Prophets prophegnng,. and © 
Samuel fanding as appointed over them. The Chaldee 2 
Paraphraſe renders theſe Words thus, 2 heed. 5 0 
4 Teacher or Maſter over tbem + 5 t 
Theſe Scholars, or Diſciples, are 3 hy 4 > 
"uſual Hebraiſm, the Sons of the Prophets, which the 0 
Targum on 1. Sam. x. g. Calleth a Company, of Scribes. . b 
Whether it be, that as the Name Scribe was given, 
in the Days of the Ta. ar gum, to ſuch as taught and ex- 2 
pounded: the Law, it therefore gives the ſame Name t 
to the Diſciples of the Prophets, who executed that 5 
Office in their Days; or they were really, even then, k 
known by that Name. R. Kimchi aſſerts they were, 0 
upon that Place of the Targum. F or, Gith, he, 2 
« the Scholars of the wiſe Men were called Scribes, A 
< for, they were the Scholars of the greater Prophets, tl 
<< and theſe Scholars were called the Sons of the Pro- v 
«© phets ; now the greater Prophets who lived in that 
„ Time, from. Eli to David, were. Samuel, nh 0 © 
" Nathan, Aſaph, Heman, and Fedathan.”* . fl 
I o the ame Purpoſe the Chaldee Paraphraſt tran- | a 
ſlates that Queſtion made 1 Sam. x. 12. bo is Fork | 0 
Fatber? by theſe Words, Who is their Maſter? be- t 
cauſe, as the Scholars are called the Sons of the Pro- : 
phets, ſo their Maſters were called their Fathers,” # 
And R. Levi Ben Gerſon ſaith, ' . Samuel was called ot 
<« their Father, becauſe that Samuel inſtructed them, Ir 
* and trained them up, by his Diſcipline, to a Der K 
<< gree of prophetical | Perfection,” | | a 
We find another School of theſe Pro hets at Ot & 
gal, whoſe Maſter ſeemeth to have 229 Eliſha, hy 
2 Kings iv. 38. And Eliſha came again to Gilgal, and W 
there was a Dearth in the Land, and the Sons of tbe to 
Prophets were ſitting before him; and he ſaid unto bis 
Servant, ſet on the great Pat, and ſeeth Pottage fer N 
the Sons of the Propbets. The Number of theſe Di- he 
ſciples, or Scholars, were an hundred, ver. #22 WOO ar 


bf ſeemetlt Wed ad er in comrnoii aſter the anten 
of a Collegiate Life. Rd: 
Bethel and Jericho had each of Wente wf theſ 
Colleges, 2 Minges ti. For when Elſab was to be 
taken away, he went firſt to Berbel, where the 
of the Prophets of that Place came forth to meet him. 
Thence he went to Fericho, where he was allo met 
by the Sons of the Prophets of that Place. And 8 
of the Scholars of Jericho went to vie w the Sequel, 
and ſearched in vain three Days Tor him in the Movn- - 
tains. Ar i 
Eiiſba was Maſter r the School at 1 fat whe 
Ke cured Naaman the Syridn ; and his Scholars in 
creaſed to ſuch a Number, that the Houſe could not 
contain them, which 2 them to enlarge their 
Apartments, 2 Kings vi. 1. And this is a full Proof 
that they lived there, as in A College, under the Go. 
vernment of Elia. 
Another of theſe Schools was at Feruſalem; het 


| Huldah the Propheteſs lived in the College, as we tran | ] | 


late it, 2 Kings Xxii. 14. The Challee Paraphraſe” 
calleth it, Domus Doctrinæ, and Nimchi, Bithmiliahh, 
or a School. This College,: we are told, was Within 
the ſecond Wall of the City. 

As theſe ſeveral Schools at Naioth, ceruſalem; Be 
thel, Jericho, and Gilgal, are only mentioned occaſi- 
onally, we have Reaſon to. believe there might be 
more of them, aceording to the Obſeryation of R. 
Kimchi, * As the Sons of the Prophets were in Be- 
<« hel and Jericho, ſo were there alſo of them in 
& ſeveral other Places. Other wiſe there would not 
have been enough of them to inftru& the People, as 
we og ſee in the e Sequel, their Office required them | 
to do. 


This we are firs of, that they were in conſiderable 55 
Numbers. When dal was ſeeking his Father s Aſſes, 


he met a Company of them, 1 Sam. x. 5. And they 


are * — Words of Multicude, when - 


ever 


RENE 


3 x 40. 5 
ever they are W as reſident * P 
\ fe 82 2 a obſerved, that there AED be. 


e REN 
ſhe had eſtroyed all the Prophets of the Lord, 
Officer Obadiab ſecured an e of them from her 


Rage, hiding them by Fifties in Caves. 2G. 


XVI. 4. - + 


The greater Prophets had uſually this TR) of Edu · L 


vation: except Samuel, who was brou 25 up in the 
Temple, on a n Occaſion. 
of: Eljab's Scho 
_ When. Jebeſanbar, in the 2 Kings in. 2. en- 
uired if a Prophet of the Lord was preſent, it was 
though ſafficient to prove that Eliſba was a Prophet, 
becauſe he had been Elijab's Diſciple, and poured Wa. 


ter on bis Hands, that is, had miniſtered to him, as as 
5 the Jeuuſb Scholiaſts obſerve. | 'H 
The greater Prophets made uſe of theſe Scholars, 
dor young Prophets, to carry p 2 Meſſages. 
| of the Sons ef the 
Praphets, to anoint Fehu King of Jrael. And in 


0 2 Kings ix. 1. Eliſba ſent one 


ings xx. 15. the young Prophet who was ſent ta 

| i rove Abal, for ſparing Benbadad King of Syria, is 
Called by the 'Chaldee Paraphraſt, one of the Sons, or 

Diſei s, of the Prophets. 

| a 2 eg ee Prophet Amos taketh Notice 
of his own Commiſſion, as of an extraordinary Na- 
ture, Amos vü. 14. I was 1 Prophet, wes was 1 
4 Prophet*s Son, that is, as Abarbanel truly gloſſeth it, 
J was not prepared for Prophecy, nor trained up 
s ſo as to be fitted for the prophetical Function, by 

 * being a Diſciple, or Son of the Prophets.“ The 


divine Inſpiration came upon him, out of the ordi - 


nary Road of Prophets, among the Herds of Cattle. 
He was moved in an extraordinary Way to goo | Bt- 
thel, there to declare God's Judgments againſt K 


"and People, in the King's own Chapel. Mr. Smith, 


N 256, obſerveth, om theſe Dikciplesof the greater 


2 | 


hſha was one 
s, and by him fitted to be his Sucy 
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of it, 
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preſented. the People to God, and made Atonements 
and Reconciliation for them, and the Prophets repre- 
ſented God to the People, and delivered a Meſſage 


from him, endeavoured to reconcile Men to their true 
Duty, and explained the whole Will of God, how- 


ever made known, by Nature or Revelation, by the 


ancient Scriptures, or Revelations made to themſelves, 


in order to make Men not' only pious and devout, 
but juſt and upright, merciful and peaceable. In a 
Word, their Buſineſs was to preſs the People to the 
Obſervance of the whole Law of God, natural and 
revealed, moral and poſitive, and to ſet home to 


their Conſciences the Rewards and Puniſhments pro- 


miſed or denounced in the Divine Law. 


Mr. Thorndike,. in his. Religious Aſſemblies, and 


Mr. Lewis in his Anciquitigs, boch obſerve, Then the 
Brie ; W 
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Places; for ſacrificing, during the Captivity or uncer- 


tain Abode of the Ark of God, after the Deſblation 


of Sbilob. For the People aſſembling at theſe Places, 
to perform their Sacrifices, it was ordered that a 


Company of the Pro phets ſhould be there reſident, 15 
bleſs the Sacrifices, and to inſtruct the People. — 


By the Prophets in theſe Schools was the Purity of 
Religion preſerved among the ten Tribes after the 
Defection in the Time of Ferobbam. For the People 


reſorted to them upon rhe ſolemn Feſtivals, where 
they were inſtructed, and had Lectures upon the Law 
read to them. And Mr. Thorndike adds, that this 
was not only the Beginning on theſe Schools, but of 


Synagogues alſo. 


bös Kimchi on the 2 Kings 11 4. giveth woch the 


Py Reaſon of theſe Schools, for he judiciouſly obs 
ſerves that as the Sons of the Prophets were in 
<< Bethel and Fericho, ſo were there alſo of them iti 
«© ſeveral other Places; and the main Reafon why 
< they were thus diſperſed in many of the Cities of 
© Tfrael was, that they might reprove the /razlites 


that were there. And their Prophecy was wholly 


according to the Exigency of thofe Times, and 
< therefore it was, that their Prophecy was not com- 
<. mitted to Writing.” So that according to theſe 
Authors, Reproof and Inſtruction were their princi- 
pal Buſineſs. They were to be on the Watch and 
take Notice of every Breach of God's Law, and en- 
deavour to ſee it obſerved, or in other Words they 
were Preachers of Righteouſneſs. 1 

But let us conſult the Prophets themſelves, we 


ſhafl receive the moſt Light from them. Their "Diſs 
courſes conſiſt almoſt entirely, of Exhortations, Re- 


proofs, and Inſtructions about the whole Law of God, 


whether known by Nature called the Moral Law, or 


Revelation contained in the inſpired e or 
e peculany | 


/ 
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ton to.obſerve every Part of the revealed Law. 
The Prophet —— gives this Aceount of their 
Employment, Fer. xxv. 4. g. The Lord bath ſent umty 
you. all his Servants the Prophets, riſing -tarly-and ſend: 
ing them, but ye. have not hearkened nor inclined. your 
Ear to hear. They ſaid turn ye again nom every one 
from bis evil Way, and from the Evil of bis _— 
&C. So alſo. Fer. xxxv. 15. : 
When God fent the Chaldeans nd. the Jews, 
and led them into a long and bitter Captivity, the 
Reaſon given for this ſevere Puniſhment, is not be- 
cauſe they refuſed to hearken to the Prieſts, for they 
were not their Teachers; but becauſe neither Prieſt 
nor People would hearken to God's Meſſengers the 
Prophets. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14. 15, &c. Moreover all 
the chief of tbe Prieſts and the People tranſpreſſed very. 
nuch. And the Lord of their Fathers ſent to them 
by bis Meſſengers but they mocked the Meſſengers of 
God, and deſpiſed his Words, and miſuſed his Prophets, 
——therefore he brought 7 them the King of be 
Chaldees. | 
Although theſe Prophets preached Obedience. to 
the whole Law of God, yet internal Religion, Since 


rity and Purity, the invariable Laws of Good and 


Evil, were their principal and chief Subject. They 
made a great Difference between true Virtue and in- 
ſtituted Worſhip, and exalted the natural Duties far 
above the other. They even depreciated all the cere- 
monial and poſitive Precepts, when void of ſincere 
Righteouſneſs, as much as our Saviour did in the 
Goſpels. In this Stile we find them preaching loudly 
3 Idolatry and Injuſtice, and as much com- 
mending Juſtice, Judgement, Charity, Temperance, 
and Os with true Repenrancs 3. theſe weighty 
| —— 


= n 

| Occaſſon ef ine filtiurion of the Prophetic Sthcaf 
arofe from'theReſort which the People had to the kiet 

Places, for facrificing, during the Captivity vr uticers 


tain Abode of the Ark of God, after the Deſblation 


of Shilob. For the People aſſembling at theſe Places, 
to perform their - Sacrifices, it was ordered that a 


Company of the Prophets ſhould be there reſident, to | 
bleſs the Sacrifices, and to inſtruct the People. 


By the Prophets in theſe/Schools was the Purity gf 
Religion preſerved among the, ten Tribes after the 


Defection in the Time of Feroboam. For the People 
' reſorted to them upon rhe ſolemn Feſtivals, where 
they were inſtructed, and had Lectures upon che Law 
read to them. And Mr. Thorndike adds, that this 
was not only the Beginning of theſe Schools, but of 


Synagogues alſo. 


Rabbi Kimchi on the 2 Kings Ii 4. giveth weck the 


| fame Reaſon of theſe Schools, for he judiciouſly obs 
ſerves that “ as the Sons of the Prophets were itt 
' <. Bethel and Fericho, ſo were there alſo of them in 
« ſeveral other Places; and the main Reafon why 


< they were thus diſperſed” in many of the Cities of 


& Iſrael was, that they might reprove the [/raelites 


<6. that were there. And their Prophecy was wholly 


<< according to the Exigency- of thofe Times, and 
< therefore it was, that their Prophecy was not com- 
„ mitted to Writing.“ So that according to theſe 
Authors, Reproof and Inſtruction were their princi- 
pal Buſineſs. They were to be on the Watch and 
take Notice of every Breach of God's Law, and en- 


deavour to f:e it obſerved, or in other Words they 


were Preachers of Righteouſneſs, ee 
But let us conſult the Prophets themfelves, we 


ſhaf{ receive the moſt Light from them. Their "Diſs 


courſes conſiſt almoſt entirely, of Exhortations, Re- 
proofs, and Inſtructions about the whole Law of God, 


| whether known by Nature called the Moral Law, or 
Revelation contained in the inſpired e or 
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Ear to hear. They ſaid turn ye again nom every ont 


from his evil Way, and from the aſs of bis Doings, | 


&C. So alſo. Fer. xxxv. 15. 

When God fent the Chollbens agai — the Jews, 
and led them into a long and *. Captivity, the 
Reaſon given for this ſevere Puniſhment, is not be⸗ 
cauſe they refuſed to hearken to the Prieſts, for they 
were not their Teachers; but becauſe neither Prieſt 


nor People would hearken to God's Meſſengers the 
Prophets. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14. 15, &c. Moreover all 
the chief of tbe Prieſts and the People tranſereſſed very 


nuch. And the Lord of their Fathers ſent to them 
by his Meſſengers but they mocked the Meſſengers of 


God, and deſpiſed his Words, and miſuſed bis Prophets, 


therefore he brought upon them the n of tbe 
Chaldees. | 


Although theſe Prophets preached C Obedience. to 
the whole Law of God, yet internal Robles; Since+. 


rity and Purity, the invariable Laws of Good and 
Evil, were their principal and chief Subject. They | 


made a great Difference between true Virtue and in- 


ſtituted Worſhip, and exalted the natural-Duties far 2 


above the other. They even depreciated all the cere- 


monial and poſitive Precepts, when void of ſincere 55 


Righteouſneſs, as much as our Saviour did in the 


Goſpels. In, this Stile we find them preaching loudly 


againſt Idolatry. and Injuſtice, and as much com- 
mending Juſtice, Judgement, Charity, Temperance, 


and e with true 1 30 theſe weighty - 
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Matters _" 0 Law; while they under value * 
Temple Service, and external Obſervances when not 
Sure pemed with clean Hands and a pure Heart. 
This is the Language of Jſaiab, 1. 10: Hear tht 
Word of. the Lord ye Rulers of Sodom T0 what 
| Purpoſe is be Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me ? 
ſaith the Lord, I am full of the Burt-offerings » 
Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts, and I delight nut iu 
the Blood of Bullscks. 2 ye, mate ye ciean, put 
away the Evil of your Doings f| rom 7 mine Eyes, 
ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well, fe > Judgement; ve. 
lieve the apprefes; fuage : * Father, Fhos for tht 
Widow. a 
The Prophet Micab vi. * 8. preacheth i in the Ame 
Strain. Will rhe Lord be pleaſed with: thouſands of 
Rams, or with ten —— of Rivers of Oyl.—— Rt 
hath ſhtwed thee, O Man, what is good, and what doth 
tbe Lord require of thee? but to do juſtly, and to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God. 
This is the general Language of all the Prophets 
their very Prophecies, properly fo called, when they - 
foretell future Events, tend to the ſame End. For 
they are uſually Denunciations of Judgements for the 
Peoples Viees and Immoralities, or Promifes of good 
Things upon their Repentance. 
As the Prieſts Office, by Law, was Aae to 
external and ſymbolical Religion, and the ceremonial 
Part of Worſhip; moral Virtue was of too great 
Conſequence to be leſs unregarded. God thought it 
| deſerved the Care of a particular Order of Men, who 
ſhould ſpeak in his own Name and by his Authority: 
When our Saviour exalted the ſubſtantial Duties of 
Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Mercy and Truth, above all 
the poſitive Statutes of the Law: He delivered no 
new Doctrine, the Prophets had before declared theſe 
to be the moſt neceſſary and eſſential Duties of Men; 
Things of that Importance, that God hath made the 
Senſe 0 of them congenial to n Nature, and the 
Obligation 


anti 
nr er Thags of ſo great Value and 


= my - 
1, Prior to all Revelation, God would pet 


o Reli to Society, to every private Man's: 
Good, 9. uncultivated, And ſince the. Prieſts 
were reſtrained to the leſs noble Part of Religion to 
mere Externals; he appointed another Order of Men, 
to attend to theſe more excellent Things in a peculiar, 
Manner, And theſe were the Prophets, and this was 
the Nature and Deſign of their Office. "They'caqnti-; 

nued their Instructions until the People wete led. into 
Captivity and ſome ſhort. Time after their Reſtora- 
tion, and then we hear ng more of them. Our next; 
Enquiry is, who were the Teachers and. Progchern a 
Righteouſneſs from the OP of the WG Career 
ag: Tine of the Aal. C 
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we read of no Prophets, except Zach 
i, and Malachy, hg lived at that Time, and 
ſeemed to be raiſed up to inſtruct and encourage the 
diſtreſſed People until they were ſome what ſettled | in 
the Land, 

When the Prophets no more appeared, the Jews 
took a new Method to Preſerve and propagare 'the 
Knowledge and Practice of true Religion among 


chem, by erecting Synagogues and 6 pointing. a a Ser- 
* | 


A P T E R the Mae denn the ; Captivity, 
agga 


viee Merci: Dy _ Me, becauſe I can ſihd 
Traces of it before that” Time 4 "Arid all 1 Auth 2 © ; 


P ets; and ſuppoſe'rheri 10 be found 0 
| Sh ſupply their Place. e 


Wel 
deer Nen Levit. xxiii. 3. where Moſes giving 
tions about the Obſervation of the Feaſts, ad 
| Days Joall Wark be done; but the-j 
th Ref, eg, Convocation. By 
they think we ſhould underſtan 
of he Ber eople for Divine Worſhip, coul 
be held de Wie Tabernacle or the Eure, ecaule the 
Thing was impoſſible for all the Nation to do every 
ſeventh Day. Hence they collect, that Authority is 
hereby given them to aſſemble in their ſeveral Cities 
and Towns for Divine Service; and ſuch Places cf 


Aſſembly, Synagogues were in after Times. And 


that this Text alſo gave riſe 83 he firſt Aſſemblies to 
hear the Prophets at their 
dwelt, 


| doth not-appear that the Synagogue Service was ever 
obſerved until the Days of Exra, or perhaps for ſome 
Time after. It ſeemeth probable chat during their Cap- 
tivity, they met together in ſome Places to perform 
their Devotions, and that this Practice was after war 
formed into the Synagogue Service. For not ſong 
atlter the Reſtoration, we find Synagogues erected in 
moſt Places where a ſufficient Number of People 
could aſſemble to form a Congregation, and proper 
Officers among them to read and expound the mars 
fures, and to join in publick Prayers. 


And this Regulatian was approved and: allower by 


our Saviour and his Apoſtles, who did not only honouf 
"them with his Preſence, but conſtantly s f ee 
; Fen, and took all pope Occaſions in theſe laces'ito 


preach 
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Spine indeed think the Law gave them Liens ts 
for Divine Service, which = a- 


ne . at <a. 


hools, or where they 
But Whatever be the Meaning of that Text, ih 
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tue, the Times, Places and Circur 


followeth, 
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WIS) EY 
ne, whence it appears, add; 


i Nang b God — very particular in ordering the exter- 


nal . af Religion, yet in Things of a moral 
Nature, and what Times, "ork and Actions ſnould 
be uſed about the Inſtructions and 3 them, 
he was not at all nice or ſcrupulous, provided the. 


 Subſtantials' were obſerved, -ſince he 5 


preſcribed the one, left all the Externals of the other 
to humane Prudence, che Manner of preaching Vir» 
ances, and their. 
publiek Liturgy, were left to the Choice and Prudence 


of Men, and our Saviour Joined 3 in che 27 They” 


had contrived. _ 
Although the preciſe Time when Sz ynagogues were 
firſt erected, and introduced into the Fewiſh'Ehurclr 


cannot now be determined, it is however pretty clear 
that it was not until Prophecy had ceaſed. And it is 


very certain that they were very numerous, and had 


been long eſtabliſhed when our Saviour appear ed. 


The End of their Inſtitution, and the religious Ex- 


5 erciſes there performed, are very well ese f The 


People aſſembled in theſe Places to offer their Prayers 


to Gad, and to hear the Law read, preached, and ex- 
plained. Philo, whoſe Teſtimony in this Caſe is be- 
yond Ex-eption, telleth us their principal Buſineſs was 


to hear the Law read and expounded. He gives this 
Account of them in his Book entitled, Omnem probum 
liberum eſſe. When they come to their holy Places 
« called Synagogues, they fit down in convenient 

Order, according to their ſeveral Forms, ready to 
<& hear, the younger under the elder, then one taketh 

the Book and readeth, another of ſuch as are beſt 
«© ſkilled cameth after, and expopndeth what was not 

0 ealy to be underſtood,”* 

The Conſtitution of the Syriagogue, : as FO as can 

be gathered from the ſcattered Remains of their Wri⸗ 
ters, and the Practice of ARE ws, leemeth ta be as 
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Rule, that a Synagogue © 


l Town, here they could nbd have | 
at leaſt ten Men to attend Divine Service three Days: 
every Week. And. therefore in Country Places where 

that Number could not be had to give their conſtant = 


Attendance, they erected! Oratories called Proſucbaæ, 


where People might either retire or aſſemble to pray, 


- but they had no Reading or Preaching in theſe Places, 


Theſe Proſeuchæ were open Courts, walled in on we E 


Side without any covering eb 5 
"The-Reafon why ten Men, called Barelaiei, kn heir 
Language, were required to attend three Days every 
Week in the Synagogue, was becauſe, as they divi- 
ded the Law into Leſſons called, Sections, one of 
which was read every Day wherein they aſſembled; 
ſo every Section, or Leſſon for the Day, was divided 


into ſeven Parts, each of which was read by a different 


Perſon, called out by one of the three Officers ſepa- 
rately at his Pleaſure. They firſt called a Prieſt and 


then a Levite, and the other five might be any Hael. 


tees, as might alſo the two _ de, in caſe no Prieſt 
or Levite were preſent. 

The other three Batelnim, wore the Officers of the 
Synagogue; who arecalled Rulers, and were ſet apart 
by Ordination and Impoſition of Hands. It is diſ- 
puted whether the Rulers were three or two, but it is 
agreed they were more than one, they are alſo called 
Elders, one of them was called Shetiachzibboy, of 
Angel of the Church, another was called Chaſan, i. e 
Overſeer, and anſwereth to the import of the Word 
Biſhop. One of theſe Rulers, read the Liturg 

ublick Prayers, the Office of another was to call 1 

erſons to read the Leſſons, to overlook them and 
ſee that they read them right, We find mention alſd 
of the Miniſter or Deacon, who had the Charge of 


the facred Books and other Things 1 in the Synagogue, 
and took Care of the Poor. LITE cl ys; 


o ** * 


* 


8 7 
by 4% 2 
4 |} i I 


rr 


OD e. 


Oc nao rogge go 


Aa 4a 


I 


5 -.-, — = 
Although all-theſe three Officers. be named by moſt 
Authors as Rulers. of the Synagogue, yet Authors 
are much divided as to their ſeveral Functions, but 
read alſo of another Perſon employed in the ;Synas 
to render the Hebrew Text into the vulgar. Tongue 
of the Country, and was generally retained for that 
Purpoſe by a ſet Salary. When the Service was done, 
if a Prieſt were preſent he pronounced the Blaſſing, 
if not the Sheliatbzippor pronounced it. Any J/raet- 
ite might be a Ruler of the Synagogue if duly quali- 
fied with Learning and ordained. A Prieſt or Levite 
was capable of the Office, but had no Right to it as 
a Prieſt or Zevite, for the Rulers were choſen accord - a 
ing to their Qualifications, . - Dardue won il 
Theſe Rulers received Profelites by yl as 
the antient P rophets uſed to receive their. Diſciples. 8 
And they pronounced Sentence of Excommunicatioen 
according to the Nature of the Offence, or the Order 
of the eee e ee 12:5 BL bye 
Their Liturgy was long and tedious, and conſiſted 
of many Collects. And after Prayers and reading of 
the Law, the laſt part of their Service was preaching . 
and expounding the Scriptures. Some think that 
Office was performed by che Elders and Rabbins or- 
dained for that Purpoſe. Others take it to be the 
. WH Office of the Chaſan, and look upon that Officer to 
be the Darſan, that is Inquirer, and that St. Pau! 
| alludes to him in 1 Cor, i. 20, by his, Inquirer or Diſs, 
, purer of this World, CC 
i Hut it appeareth from the New aſtament, that no 
| Officer was appropriated to: that Office, ſo as to ec, 
} clude others. But that one of the Rulers might ei- 
cher preach, or call out any learged Nan in the Con- 
| 


gregation to perform that Office. After this Manner 

, our Saviour was ſometimes called out, and ſometimes _ 
F offered: himſelf to that * And Adds xiii. 13. 
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The Rulers of the Synagogue ſent to Paul ane gr. 
nabas, after the reading of the Law, that if they had 


any Word of Exhortation, they ſhould ſpeak. 


'Wherefore if there were any Officer of that Kind, 
he was not ſo fixt, but that any Perſon who had ſome 


Repute for Religion and Knowledge in the Law, was 


allowed a Liberty to ſpeak for the Inſtruction of the 
People. Although in later Times, which vary much 


from the ancient, the Charan was the Preacher, as ap- 


peareth from Benjamin _— in his Itinerary. 
We are at no loſs to know the Subject of their Ser- 
mons, for as they read the whole Law and the Pro- 


5 Pphets, and their Sermons were moſtly Expoſitions of 
the Leſſons, theſe Diſcourſes muſt have been to ex- 


plain the whole Will of God, every moral and reli- 
gious Subject. For this Reaſon our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, took that Opportunity to preach the ni 
Aas, and all the Doctrines that depend on that A 
And it was owing to this conſtant Reading and Expo 
fition of the Scriptures, that the cms who were Fo 2 


to fall into Idolatry before the Captivity,” were ſo 


zealous againſt it after their Return. 

It appeareth from this Account that the Read of 
the Scriptuges by way of Leſſons, Preaching, a pub- 
lick Litu rgy or Form of Prayers, Baptiſm and Ex- 
communication, were known Practices in the Syna- 


gogue Service. And we ſhall find them not only 
approved and practiſed by our Saviour and his A- 


poſtles, but introduced and applied to the Uſe of the 
Chriſtian Church fo far as was conſiſtent and a 

to the Nature of the Goſpel, And if we had Monu- 
ments to diſcover fully the Order and Degrees of the 
Rulers of the Synagogue, I make no great Queſtion, 
but we ſhould find as near a un. to thoſe of 
the Chriſtine — | 
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of the Prieſthood was the ſame. As the Office of the 
Jewiſb Prieſts conſiſted in their performing their Ex- 
piations, Euchariſtical Rites, and Sacrifices, ſo did 


Egyptians, 
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Meorality among tbe Heathen. 


"THE general Nature of the Prieſthood among 


the Heathen, was the ſame as that among the 


| Jews. Their Prieſts were an Order of Men appointed 


to reconcile the Gods to the People by attending and 


performing all their Ceremonies and ſacred Rites, and 


their whole Care and Employment was about the Ex- 
ternals of Religion, Morality did not ſo much as en- 


* 


Erne, IG a 
Cicero deflnethReligion by its Ceremonies, de Invent, 
lib. ii. Religionem, eam, que in meta, et ceremonid Deo- 
rum fit, appellant ; | 
dam nature (quam divinam vocant) curam Cæremoni- 
 amgue affert. 


Religio oft, que ſuperioris cujus 


4 


| offert.——Religio Deorum cultu pio continetur. 
De Nat. Deerum. lib. 1. And when Piety is applied 


o 


to the Gods, he definethit, Pieras oft Juſtilia adver ſium 


Although the Object of the Jewiſh Worſhip, and 
ular Ceremonies, were widely different, 
of the Heathen, yet their general Notion 


that of the Heathen, who had infinitely different Rites 


| 5 to the Multiplicity. and Diverſity of their 
3009s, Ss 4; ATTY e 


Perſians, Greeks, Romans, and Barba- 
r1ans, all agreed in this Notion, that their Gods were 
principally incenſed by the neglect. of ſome religious 
Rite or Ceremony, and that. the only Method to ap- 


pPeaſe them, was by the Performance of ſuch Rite or 


_— Ceremony. 


. 
* 


Ro 
Ceremony. Some of theſe Methods to WHIP the 
Gods were as ridiculous as the imagined Cauſe of 
their Anger. The polite Romans on ſome ſuch Oc- 
caſions offered human Sacrifices. And ſometimes 
. with great Ceremony drove a Nail into the Door of 
the Capitol. The neglecting any of their Auſpices, 
or the; chirping of their Chickens was eſteemed a 
acular Crime which required more Expiation than 
| Murder. 15 
Me have an excellent Account of the Nature — 

Office of the Roman e and of their Super- 
ſtition, in Cicero's ſecond Book of Laws, where he 

Yopoſeth an Inſtance of the antient Stile of the Roman 

ws, and of the Method to induce the People to 
pals them. The Inſtance is about Religion ; and 
Atticus, who' is one of the Perſons in the Dialogue, 
telleth Cicero, that the Law he pre poſed, was in brief, 
the Subſtance of Numa $ Laws, and 5 the Roman 
Cuſtoms.” i 
Dipvis aliis, alii & acerdotes, ile Pont: . * 
gulis Flamines ſunto- Eorum autem duo genera 
ſunto. Unum quod prefit Ceremoniis et ſacris, alterum 
quod interpretetur fatidicorum et vatum effata Intognith, 
cum ſenatus populuſque adſcivtrit. 

Here are two Orders of Miniſters. The firſt only 
are properly Priefts, who preſided over their Cere- 
monies and ſacred Rites, and are ranked: under three 
Heads, Prieſts, Pontiffs, and Flamins. The Priefts 
performed all the Sacrifices and Ceremonies of Reli- 
gion, The Pontiffs gave Judgment in all Caſes re- 
lating to Religion, inquired into the Behaviour of the 
inferior Prieſts about the Diſcharge of their Office, 

puniſhed them if they ſaw Occaſion, preſcribed Rules 
for publick Worſhip, and regulated. the Feaſts and 
facred Inftitutions. The Flamins were the chief 
Prieſts of ſome particular Deity, as the Hamen Dialis 


and * to Jupiter and Mars; oF was elteemed 
"I 


a T7 
a very honourable Officer had many Privileges, and 
: only one could. be made to any ONE od. 1 . 4 > 
Vere not Prieſts, but Augurs and Aruſpices, deſigned, 
to be the J ters of the Mind of the Gods, ſigni- 
fied to them, as they thought, by the Sybilline, and 
other Oracles, by Signs in the Heavens, or any extra- 
ordinary Event, which that ſuperſtitious People eſ- 
teemed portentous or ominous; and they directed by 
what Rites or Ceremonies theſe Omens might be 
_ Cicero explains their Office more fully, how they 
were employed about Vineyards, Fields, and the 
common Good of the People; their Auſpices of 
Peace and War; how they might preſerve. their: 
Crops, and Cattle, by preventing the Anger portend- 
ed by Thunder and Lightening ; when they ſhould 
conſult the Tuſcans about Prodigies; or how to expi- 
ate any ill Omens or Impiety of the People toward 
In his third Book De Nat. Deorum, he giveth us 
another Diviſion, with his own Opinion of the Roman 
Religion. Cumque omnis P. R. Religio in ſacra et 
Auſpicia diviſa ſunt; tertium adjunttum- ſit, fi quid: 
prædictionis cauſa, ex portentis et monſtris, Sybille in- 
terpretes, baruſpiceſque monuerant ; harum ego Reli- 
gionum nullam unquam contemnendam putavi, mibique 
ita perſuaſi, Romulum Auſpiciis, Numam ſacris conſti- 
tutis, fundamenta jeciſſe naſtræ civitatis, que nunguam 
profelto ſine ſumma placations Deorum immortalium 
tanta efſe potuiſſent, SE | 
But in Cale fo well known there needeth no labori- 
ous Proof, fince all the Books of the Heathens con- 
ſpire to give us this Notion of their Religion, that it 
conſiſted in external Ceremonies ; and that the Prieſt- 
hood was appointed to take. Care of, and perform 
theſe ſame Ceremonies, and to worſhip their Gods by 


them. 5 
3 D 3 As 


0 ©). | 
As: to moral Virtues, which Chriſtiani ty has . 
died, and made an eſſential Part of Religion, they 
were enjoined and required by the Heathen, but not 
on a religious Account, nor did theſe Fhings any 
way concern the Prieſt's Office; they were looked 
upon as neceſſary to Society, and the Good of the 
State, or ee to the ee of a Man and A 
. Citizen. 5 
Wulle a publick Spirie governed che — — 5 
Love for the Good of the Stare, and a Principle of 
Honour, preſerved the Love and Practice of Virtue . 
but as that Spirit began to fail, and Men ſold their 
Honour and Country for private Gain, their Religion 
furniſhed them with no Arguments to — — 
Cauſe of expiring Morality. - mn ee 
But then the Philoſophers began to pn 55 chels 
Profeſſion was, to explain and inculcate the Rules of 
moral Virtue from the more general Principles of Na- 
ture and Reaſon, and they proved it with all the Ar- 
guments their Wit and Leiſure could furniſh them 
with; and they not only inſiſted on the old Topicks 
of the Good of the State, and the Dignity of human 
Nature, but they added the Pleaſure, Profit, and 
Happineſs of the virtuous Perſon; and at laſt, recom- 
mend ed the Imitation of the Deity, and Obedience to 
his Will. But as they had very obſcure Notions of a 
future State, and ſpoke very dubiouſly, and with 
much Uncertainty, of future Rewards and Puniſn- 
ments, their Arguments were too metaphyſical for 
vulgar Capacities, and made little Impreffion on any | 
but Tome few philoſophical Heads. has 
' Theſe Philoſophers began, by Degrees, «to for the 2 
Vanity of their outſide Religion, and dropt ſeveral 
Expreſſions which ſtruck at the Superſtition of their 
publick Ceremonies. They endeavoured. obſcurely Y 
to draw Men off, from an external to an internal 
Worſhip, and Reverence of the Deity. Thus Cicero. 
de Nat. Pn, Lab. II. Cultus — Deorum eſt 
oplimus 


— „ 
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idemque caſtiſimus, et ſanttifſmus, pleniſimuſque pie- 
Fatis, ut eos ſemper Pura, integra, et incorrupta, et 
mente, et voce, veneremur, non enim Philoſophi ſolum, 
verum etiam Majores nuſtri ſuperſtitionem a Religione 
ſeparaverunt. And in his Orat. pro Cluentio, Pietate 
ef, Rehgione et Juſtis precibus, Deurum mentes, no 
Contaminata ſuperſtitione, neque ad Scelus  perficiendum 
cæſis hoſtits, poſſe placari. So that in ſome Sort, the 
Philoſophers propoſed the ſame Ends among the 
Heathen, that the Prophets were appointed for a- 
mong the Jews ; to inculcate real Virtue, and to call 
Men off from Superſtition” nt. 
Purſuant to this received Notion of the Office of 
the Priefts and Philoſophers; we find the Satyriſts 
take very little Notice of the wicked Lives of the 
Prieſts, provided they obſerved the Ceremonies of 
Religion, whoſe Immorality they thought no Fault 
of the Prieſt, but of the Man; while they unmerci- 
fully laſh: the immoral Lives of the Philoſophers, 
becauſe their Practice was a conſtant Lie to their Pro- 
%% e 
Let ſome. of theſe Philoſophers, eſpecially. of the 
Stoicks, were not only excellent Inſtructors, but Pat- 
terns of Virtue. Their Diſcourſes flow in a very ex- 
alted Stile, and tend to make reaſonable Men in love 
with the Practice; while the Prieſts are ſilent on that 
Subject, as being foreign to their Office and Em- 


ploy ment. 
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9 'T appears that all Peo ple, Jews and Heathens, 

had a firm Belief of a 6... 6m that God 
took Notice of the Actions of Men; that he might 

be, and frequently was, provoked by them; and 
that, according to the Nature of their Offences, he 
inflicted divers Kinds of -Puniſhments on particular 
Perſons, and on whole Nations. This is the = 
Foundation of all that Care and Anxiety they were 
_ to uſe all _ inns __ could deviſe to to 


peaſe the incenſed 
Fut they all ſeem to 2 miſtaken in the Nature of 


the Offence ; they place it in Superſtition, in the 
Neglect of ſome of their religious Ceremonies. As 


the Heathen thought that the Mind of the Gods 


might be diſcovered by Auguries and Auſpices, they 


looked upon the Neglect of theſe, either in conſult- 


ing them, or in obſerving the Anſwers given that 


Way, as the moſt heinous Crimes. Any Miſtake, 


or even involuntary Overſight, in performing any of 
their ſacred Ceremonies, was enough, in their Opi- 
nion, to draw down the Wrath of Heaven upon 

them. And in order to avert the dreaded Vengeance 
for any of theſe Offences, they applied their utmoſt 


Diligence to appeaſe the angry Deity. 


They ſeem indeed to think, that the Gods were 


diſpleaſed with Immoralities ; but } it doth not appear, 
that they ever dreaded any national Calamity . that 
Account. We never find any Sacrifice or Atoffement 
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made uſe of, for Crimes of that Nature, unleſs in the 
Caſe of Murder among the antient Grecians, who | 

made Proviſion of Luſtrations and Purifications to 
cleanſe the guilty Perſon. Although even that ſeem- 
eth a Remainder of their firft and more pure Reli: 
gion, before they fell into their 8 Idolatry; for 
in After- times we read of no ſuch Ceremony, - = 

They looked upon Morality as a focial Virtue, 

whoſe Reaſon was derived from the Good of Man- 1 
kind, rather than from any Service of God; and ST 
they did not think the Neglect of it any direct Aﬀront — —& 
| 


to the Deity, as the Neglect of Religion was, as be- 
ing his moſt immediate Serviee. Injuſtice and Immo IF 
rality were Sins directly againſt Man, wherefore, n k 
theſe Caſes, they uſed no Methods to appeaſe the | 
Deity, whom they thought more provoked, and more | 
ready to * himſelf for Crimes againſt his own | | 
Service, as Religion was, than for Crimes againſt his 1 
Subjects, as Immoralities were. The Philoſophers 
indeed ſpoke another Language, but the Bulk of the n 
People were not Philoſophers. „ 
We my obſerve alſo of the Pow, chat in Splte of 9 
the ſolemn Declarations of the Prophets, they fell al- | 
moſt into the ſame ſuperſtitious Way of thinking, 
and 8 all Religion in their external Worſhip ; 
- which gave Occaſion to thoſe ſolemn and frequent 
Rebukes of our Saviour, of the ſcrupulous Nicety in 
the Punctilio's of their external Religion, while they 
| diſregarded moral Virtue, as Things wherein Religion | 
had little or no Concern, it 855 
II. We may obſerve that all People, eus and 1 
Heathen, looked upon the Deity as placable. This —_— 
| Notion of God was univerſally ſpread through the = 
| whole World. Men never doubted, but by a proper = 
Reparation to his injured Honour, and Acknowled g- 
ment of the Offence, they might be reſtored to his 
Favour, and the Puniſhment removed, *' 
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But we muſt alſo obſerve, that they n ever thought 
It arbitrary, or in their own Choice, what Methods 


they ought to make uſe of to atone for their Offences 3 


* 


odged in the divine Breaſt, and muſt be diſcoyered 


| Pay always thought the Terms of Reconciliation were 
do them by ſome Revelation from him, before they 


co81d habe tO re ene mend fy 
For this "ph gg find all Law-givers who enact- 


ed any Laws about Sacrifices, or Expiations, always 


pretending ſome Commerce with a Deity, or the 
Anſwer of ſome Oracle, to confirm or eſtabliſh ſuch 
Laws, yery well knowing, that People's Minds could 
never be ſecure that the Gods were appeaſed, . unleſs 
they declared the Manner themſelves. Wherefore on 
every emergent Occaſian, not provided for by their 
religious Laws, they never preſumed to invent Me- 
thods of their own, but conſulted the Deity, by Ora - 


cles, Auguries, or the Sybilline Prophecies, or ſome 


ſuch Way, and very punctually obſerved the Direc- 
tions given them in the Anſwers, If any immemorial 


 _ Cuſtom was obſerved, whereof they could give no 


Account, they eaſily reſolved it into a divine Original. 
The Opinion of God's Goodneſs was univerſally 


| Tptead through all the Nations of the Univerſe, they 


called him Optimus, as well as Maximus; and as that 
Attribute included Mercy, they naturally - inferred 


that he muſt be placable, and ready to be reconciled, 


upon a proper Application and Submiſſion, but that 
ſuch Application, and Submiſſion, muſt be learned 
from himſelf. VVV 
It is therefore very obſervable, that all Nations of 

all Languages, and different Cuſtoms, who had any 
Religion ſince the World began, agreed in this Opi- 


nion, that Revelation was neceſſary, and that the 


Deity could not be acceptably ferved, nor poſſibly 

appeaſed, without the Direction of ſome ſuch Reve- 

lation. Greeks and Romans, the Eaſt and V of: Indie 
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_ af human 5 | hall — this — wh 
lays Conſent and Agreement. Nothing appeareth 
ſo rational as to reſolve it into a Tradition handed 
down from the firſt of Mankind, and firſt delivered 
to him by God himſelf _ | 

LI. A third Obſervation is, that all Nations, Jews 
and Heathen, agreed in this extraordinary Opinion. 
that the Deity could not be appeaſed without Blood. 
I call it extraordinary, becauſe it hath no manner of 
Foundation in any of our natural Deductions. Their 
Prayers and Thankſgivings were often attended with. 


Oblations without Blood, but all Atonements and 


Expiations were conſtantly made by the Sacrifice of 


| ſome Animal. 


This Law is as old as "Noah and Adam ; ; it was 
handed down by all the Patriarchs, and ſpread through 
Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, From whence 
can it come ? Not from Reaſon, | It muſt then 
from Tradition, k 

And indeed it ſeemeth contrived by Providence, 3 as 


a ſtanding Monument, and laſting Proof, of ſeveral. . 
important Things, 1. That the Hiſtory of Moſes is 


the only true Account of the original of Mankind ; 
that they all ſprung from one Man; for ſuch an uni- 
form Tradition .could never be propagated from dif- 
ferent Men, in remote and diſtant Parts of the World, 
fince every Man muſt own that it hath no F oundation 
in our natural Reaſon. | 
2. That the Author of this Tradition muſt be God 
himſelf; for no Authority leſs than divine could have 
made ſo ſtrong! an Impreſſion on the firſt Man and 
his Children, as to laſt through Ages and Generati- 
ons, in a Thing ſo very remote from the Dictates of 


Reaſon, and yet this is the Caſe of this Tradition, 


3. That the firſt Man ſinned and offended God, be- 
fore his Children were diſperſed: from him; other-. 
viſe, ſuch Chikiren as had left him ous have wanted 

" _ 


this Tradition, and therefore the Account that Ap, 
| — 82 of the firſt Tranſgreſſion is highly probable; 
or if there had been no Sin, there would have been 


no Occaſion for an Expiation. - . 


4. Chriſtians are very much in the Right, and argue 
very ſtrongly, when they infer from this Tradition; 


that God had formed a Reſolution, in' order'to deter 


Men from Sin, that it ſhould not be expiated without 


Blood; and that he ordered expiatory Sacrifices to 
prepare Men's Minds for the great Expiation by the 


Mleqdiator, when he ſhould appear in the World. If 
we abſtract from divine Revelation, we ſhall find it 


very difficult, if not impoſſible, to give any tolerable 
Account or Reaſon, why Men ſhould either fall at 
firſt into this Practice, or why the Impreſſion fir 
made was ſo ſtrong, as to ſpread through all Coun- 
tries and Ages. And without allowing the Chriſtian 
Notion of a Mediator, it will be equally difficult to 


aſſign a Reaſon why God ſhould at all appoint and 


approve it. OY OO 

IV. We may obſerve the great Diſtinction made 
by the Heathen, between Religion and Morality, and 
even by the Fews themſelves in their later Times, 
notwithſtanding all the Pains the Prophets had taken 

to ſet them right, and to prefer inward and real Reli- 
gion to the outward ceremonial. Religion, in their 


Opinion, conſiſting ſolely in ſuch ſacred Rites and 


Ceremonies as were performed in divine Service, 
whereas Morality was eſteemed a Part of the Civil or 
State Laws. They knew Religion conſiſted in fuck 

Things to be dpne, as would recommend them to 
God's Favour; but they confined theſe Things to 
Rites and Ceremonies, and outward Actions. He 
that moſt punctually obſerved. theſe was eſteemed a 
religious Man. Their Notion of Holineſs was purely 
relative, as it related to that external Service. Vir- 
tuous Men were called honeſt, juſt, and upright, but 
not holy. Immorality did not deſtroy this — 
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of relative Holineſs, if they » were + employ iy 6005 Je: 
holy Office. 

Indeed, in the old Teſtament, nothin F 
holy, as it implies an internal Rectitude of the Mind, 
but God himſelf ; other Things and Perſons are call 
ed holy in that relative Senſe, wherein God was ſup- : 
poſed to have ſome Property. 

In the Jewiſb Commonwealth, God was both their 
temporal and ſpiritual Kin ng, the Object of their Wor- 
ſhip, and their Ruler Lawgiver z whence Joſe- 
phus juſtly calleth it a Theocracy, ' In this double Ca- 
pacity he gave them two Sorts of Laws, one as their 
God, and the other as their King ; the firſt religious, 
and the other civil: The religious Laws were moſtly 

ſitive, and committed to the Care of the Prieſts. 
Th heir civil Law was of two Sorts, judicial and mo- 

the judicial Law was committed to the Magi- 
8 as was the moral partly, but principally to 
the Prophets. 

When we conſider * Occaſion of giving the cere- 


monial Law, we ſeem to find Reaſon to conclude, _ 
that God's firſt Deſign was to make no Addition to 


the earch Method of Sacrifice and external Religion 


practiſed by Abraham, and to obli ge the Jeus to no 
other external Religion, but that in order to make 
them virtuous, he deſigned to add to the Obligation 
of the moral Law, and reveal it in a more explicit 
Manner. For after Moſes had been the firſt forty 
Days with God in the Mount, he brought nothing 
down but the two Tables of the moral Law, as if no 
other Law had been then intended; but when he 
found the People fallen into Egyptian Idolatry, and 
| worſhipping the golden Calf, God then ſeemeth to 
have reſolved, in order to prevent that Inclination 
and Proneneſs of the People, to load them with a 
Number of religious Rites and Ceremonies, in direct 


Oppoſition to the Cuſtoms of the Egyptians, and of 


all their idolatrous Nenghbours, that Wey might be 
_ Kept 
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they ſeemed to have fo ſtrong an Inclination ; and 
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And hence the Prieſts more eafily fell into that 


; great Miſtake, that their Religion had little Concern 
with Morality, fince their Employment lay quite a- 


other Way, though altogether about Religion. 
FV. We farther obſerve the Capacity, under which 


Prieſts acted, both among the Jews and Heathen 


They repreſented the People. to God, and acted in 


and reconcile. God to them. Their offering of 
Thanks, and euchariſtical Memorials, were all in the 
Name and for the Behalf of the People; for Prict 


and Sacrifice are correlatives, and mutually ſuppoſe 


one another. There can be no Prieſt, where there i 


nothing to offer ; and where any Offering is made to 
eth, ſo far a Prieſt. . 
The Prophets were the Reverſe of this, they re- 
preſented God to the People, and tranſacted in his 


God, that Action conſtitutes the Perſon who offct- 


Name, pee Righteouſneſs, revealing God 


Will, and making it known to Men, therefore their 
Sermons ſo often begin with this ſolemn Preface — 


Thus ſaith the Lord.— As the Buſineſs of the 


Prieſt was to appeaſe the Deity, and reconcile him to 


Men, fo the Buſineſs of the Prophet was to reconcik 
the People to God, by bringing them to Repentatice, 
and a pure and holy Life. The Heathen had alſo 
their Prophets and Oracles, their Sybils, Augurs, and 


Aruſpices, who pretended to explain the Mind of the 
Gods; but 1 they pretended to deliver a Mel 


ſage from the Gods to the People, they never med- 


dled with Morality and true Virtue, but merely Ce- 
remonies, and ſuperſtitious Ries. 


When 


from thenceforth he left the Care of the moral Law to 
the Magiſtrates, and particularly to the Prophets, 
which he deſigned to raiſe, in a conſtant Succeſſion, 
to inculcate the Practice of it. Ei he ot 
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When Prophecy ceaſed among the. Fews, to ſup- 


ply the Place thereof, the Synagogue Service was in- 


troduced, which was founded on natural Religion, 
and modelled by the Rules of human Prudence, pro- 


vided nothing were done inconſiſtent with the divine 


Law. The Buſineſs of theſe Aſſemblies was, to put 
up their joint Prayers fo God, to read and explain the 
Law, and the whole Will of God, whether made 
known by Nature or Revelation. The Officers were 


Teachers who ſpake in the Name of God, and deli- 
vered a Meſſage from him, not by any new Revela- 


tion made to them, but by explaining former Revela- 
tions, and preſſing the People to be ſteady to all the 
divine Precepts, moral and ceremonial, although they 
gradually declined and ſunk into mere Ceremony, 
Quirks and Quibbles of the Law, and the vain Tra- 


ditions of their Elders; for which our Saviour fre- 


quently reproves the Scribes and Doctors. 


The Philoſophers, in ſome Sort, performed tlie 
Buſineſs of the Prophets, and Sermons of the Syna- 


4 


| 7 for they were Teachers and Inſtructors in 


orality. As that was no Part of the eſtabliſhed 
Religion or of the Prieſts Office, they in ſome Mea- 
ſure ſupplied that Defect by their Schools and Wri- _ 
tings. They did not pretend to deliver any Meſſage 


from the Deity or explain his Will from any divine 


Revelation, but by their Reaſonings, and Deductions 


from Nature, they gathered. the-Will of the Deity. 
And they did indeed refine the vulgar Notions of God 


and Religion, and built Morality on a more rational 
Foundation, although very imperfe&tly. * 


VI. In the laſt Place, we may obſerve from the 
whole Synagogue Service, which was of human and 


| prudential Contrivance; that human Appointments 


in religious Matters, when not inconſiſtent with any 


Law of God, and approved by Law or Cuſtom; are 


ſo far from being unlawful, that they are of natural 


| Right and ought to be complied with. Our Saviour's 


Practice 


N 
* 


CCC 
Practice may ſerve a Chriſtian, to a Demonſtration of 
this Truth, for he not only approved of them by bis 
\ Preſence and Practice; but that he might make as 
little Alteration in the known outward Order of Re- 
ligion as was conſiſtent with his own Doctrine, he 
adopted moſt of the Methods and Order of the Syna- 
gogue into his own Church; and with ſmall Variation. 
_ Chriſtians have the ſame Officers, Leſſons, publick 
Prayers, Method of receiving Proſelites and Diſci- 
pline, which when' ſeriouſly conſidered, ought to 
make ſome Impreſſion on ſich as boggle ſo very 
much at human Inſtitutions in Matters of Religion. 
External Religion like that of the Jes, can only be 
known by Revelation whether it be grateful to him; 
but where internal Religion 1s the principal and almoſt 
only Thing required, as among Chriſtians, if that be 
ſincerely obſeryed and Men be truly religious and pj- 
ous, we have very wrong Notions of God if we thi 
him very nice and ſcrupulous about the outward 
Dreſs, eſpecially ſince one of Chriſt's Views was to 
| aboliſh external Religion, to fix it in the Heart, 
Mind and Practice, and founded on our rational 
Part. ELD" 
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Of the Chriſtian PaizsTHOOD, | 


under the Jewiſb and Heathen Religion, the 
hriſtian admitteth of none but the Mediator Fejus 


\ CCORDING to the Notion of a Prielt 
Cbriſt. He indeed is called and was a proper Priel 


10 


3 ( 6 ) ) 3 
I in Aut Senſe; although not of the Order of | is 
4 | He had no Right to offer in the Temple, nor did he." 
But he made an Offering once for all, when he of- 
fered himſelf off the Crofs. And from that Comay 


4 he is called and was a proper Prieſt. © 
q The Author to the Hebreus applies the Words of 
, | the Pſalmiſt to Chriſt, in Heb. v. 6. Thou art a Prieſt 
% for ever after the Order of Melchizedek. And Verſe 
4 2. being made perfelt, (or as it ſhould be rendered, 
, conſecrated) be became the Author of eternal Salvation 


to all them that obey bim, called of God an High Prieſt 
after” the Order 'of Melchizedek: The Words beprvgs 
 aqxiqwc, which always ſignify à facrificing Prieft, are 
here applied to Chriſt ; to denote that he was that 
Kind of Prieſt; although not of the Order of Aaron. 
The Offering he made, was himſelf; Heb. vii. 27. 
who need not daily As theſe High Prieſts, to offer up 
Sacrifice firſt for his own Sins, and then for thoſe of the 
People, for this he did once when he offered np himſelf. 
By this Compariſon between Chriſt and the*Fewbi/&' 
Prieſts, it is beyond Contradiction, that he did that 
once, which they did daily, but they offered daily; a 
Sacrifice for Sins; Chriſt therefore offered once a Sa- 
crifice for Sins, aud that Sacrifice was himſelf. Al! 
in Heb. ix. 14. The Blood of Chriſt which through the+ _ 
eternal Spirit offered himſel{ without Spot unto God, 
| ſhall purge your Conſciences from dead Works. Kebap, 
when joined to Sin, ſignifieth to cleanſe from the Guilt, 
— remove the Puniſhment, but nuf the Power of | 
in. | 1 
This Sacrifice is never to be fepesbsd; 15 Verſe 28. 
Chriſt was once offered to bear the Sins of many, and 
4, unto them that look for bim, ſhall bg appear the ſecond 
eſt Time without Sin (that is without any Sacrifice for Sin) 
4 unto Salvation. And again Heb," x. 12. This Man 
after he had offered one Sacrifice for Sin, for ever ſate 
elt down on the rigbt Hand of God-———for by one Offer- 
in mg he hath ng for ever them that are ſanctiſied. * 
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L — Their Sins and Eiger, will I * 
no more ; nom where Remiſſi on of #heſe- ts, vt * 10 
more Offering for Sin. | 
Theſe Texts are a plain proof chat Chriſt was a 
Prieſt, that he offered himſelf a Sacrifice for Sin, and 
that no more Sacrifice is to be offered, By him there- 
fore the whole Law of Sacrifices, Expiations and A- 
tonements, is perfected; compleated and aboliſhed. 
And of courſe the whole Order of that Kind of Prieſt- 
| hood. As the Author to the Hebrews argueth, if the 
Prieſthood be changed, the Law mult be changed al- 
fo; we by a Parity of Reaſon may conclude, if the 
Law be changed, the Prieſthood muſt be changed 
alſo. For by that one Act, of Chriſt's offering him- 
ſelf, the whole Apparatus and Foundation of the ce- 
remonial Law, and of -courſe the whole Order of 
Prieſthood, which was founded on it, is intirely taken 
awa 
The fe: Author to the n and indeed the 
whole Tenor of the Goſpel, proves, that the Deſign 
of Chriſt was to antiquate the whole ceremonial Law, 
which I think needeth no Proof to any that hath read 
the Goſpel. It may then not be remote from our Pur- 
Roſe, to conſider what Law and Religion he eſta· 
bliſhed in the Place thereof. 

God deſigning to ſecure the Fews from the Idola- 
try of their Neighbours, and to preſerve them un- 
mixt with any other People, that the Maſſias might be 
known to be of them according to former Prophecies; 
gave them a multiplicity of Rites and Ceremonies, in. 
direct Oppoſition to thoſe of their Neighbours. Such 
Statutes as depended on the ſole Pleaſure of the Law- 
giver, which had no Goodneſs in their own Nature, 

but derived their Worth from the Will of the Supe- 
rior. For which Reaſon they were called a Yoke and 

a Burden. And the Prophet Ezekzel telleth us expreſſy 
that God gave them Precepts that were not. _—__ 


2 


. .( 9 8 

that is, that Had ho irtetnal Cbodhelb founded on 

the Natute of the Things themſelves, 
When all that was typical in theſe was fulfilled; | 
Chriſt introduced a rational Religion, the Goodneſs 
of whoſe Precepts was founded in the Things them - 
ſelves. All the Pomp and Solemnity of the ceremo- 
nial Worſhip, was reduced to a Plainneſs and Simpli- 
city ſuitable to that of the Divine Perſon who eſta- 
bliſhed it. There are now no typical Repreſentations, 
nor myſterious or ſymbolical Rites, no bodily Clean- 
ſings or Purifications. The whole of Religion is con- 
verted from the outward to the inner Mani, from po- 
ſitive Rules to Laws of eternal Truth and Goodneſs. 
From Rites and Ceremonies, to ſolid Virtue, and the 
weighty Matters of the Law. 

All the Precepts of Chriſt's Religion are either ſuch 
2s are founded on the Nature of Things themſelves, 
or ſuch as are natural Conſequences of, and have a 
hatural Connexion with the Relation Chriſtians hear 
to Chriſt the Mediator and Founder of tlieif Religion, 
and with the Offices which | he hath performed for 
Mankind. 

This is the moſt natural Manig of that Prophecy 

made in Jer. xxxi. 34. which is applied to the Coſpel 
Times, Heb. viii. 10. and x. 16. that then God would 
Write his Lad in their Hearts, that is, it ſhould be a 
fational Law, ſuch Precepts as in the Words of Dr. 

Hammond, ** ſhould be moſt perfectly agreeable to all 
« rational Minds; and there ſhould be no Need of 
e ſuch Pains in teaching what they are to do, as 
* Moſes under the Law, (which conſtituted ' many 
*« outward Performances, which had no fuch inward 
< Goodneſs in them, as that a Man's own Reaſon 
„ ſhould prompt him to them, and approve them 
as beſt and moſt excellent, if they were not taught 
© by the Lawmaker, and kept ſtill in their Minds 
* by Inſtruction in the Law) but the Precepts now 

<« propoſed —_— ſo agreeable to human Reaſon, | 
| E 2 = « they | 


ve they ſhall be found written \ by every Man in his 

© own Heart (as it were) able of themſelves to ay 

prove themſelves to Men.“ 5 
And this is alſo agreeable to the only Deſcription | 
of 0r0%s, religious Worſhip in the New Teſtament, 
James i. 27. Pure Religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dow in their Afiittion, and to keep himſelf unſpotted 
from the World, that is, Religion under the Goſpel is 
Charity and Purity of Life. 5 2 

The Deſign, and general Meaning of Religion, is 
the ſame in all Ages, and among all People, that is 
to ſay, the Method Men make Uſe of to pleaſe God, 
and recommend themſelves to. his Favour. This 
Method among the Jews was chiefly, and among the 
Heathens altogether reſtrained, to ſuch outward Ex- 
preſſions of Piety, as were exercifed immediately in 
what related to the Worſhip of God, in Rites and 
Ceremonies, which they cs, ht were the moſt grate- 
ful Things to him. But by the Tenor of the Goſpel, 
that Method 1s changed into inward Purity of Mind, 
and Life, which conſiſteth in ſuch a Senſe of God as 
prevaileth upon Men to be devout, righteous, juſt, 
charitable, beneficent, merciful, and virtuous, in 
every reſpect. 

Religion is now no longer confined to the outward 
Expreflions of Devotion, (although they be allo re- 
quired) but it regulates the Thoughts, Affections, 
and Deſires, it includeth all moral Virtues, which are 
made an eſſential Part of that Method whereby we 
muſt recommend ourſelves to God's Favour. Is 


conſiſteth no longer 1 in any particular Method of onde - 


ward Adoration or Ceremony, but in that inward 

' Senſe and Veneration Men muſt have of the Deity, 

which ſhall prevail upon them to be truly and ſin- 

cerely virtuous. This is our Saviour's Meaning when 

he told the Samaritan Woman, that the true Wor- 

Lupe: ſhould worſhip God in Spirit and in e ; 
e 
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Country. 


In a Word, as Religion under the Goſpel is reduced 
from Symbols and Ceremonies to a rational-Scheme, 
it may be ranked under theſe two Heads. 1. The 
eternal Laws of moral Virtue improved and explain- 
ed. 2. The Duties which flow from the Relation 


Chriſtians bear to Chriſt. _ 


1. The eternal Laws of moral Virtue, which com- 
. De to God, as E aith, Truſt, Fear 1 


ve, Honour, Eſteem, and Obedience, expreſſed 


by Prayers, Praiſes, Thankſgivings, a conſcientious 


Submiſſion to his Laws, and Repentance where we 
tranſgreſs. Our Duty to our Neighbour, which com- 


prehendeth all the ſocial Virtues of Juſtice, Charity, 


Truth, Candor, and Mercy. And our Duty to our- 
ſelves, as Diligence, Temperance, and a Command 


over all our Paſſions, Appetites, and Inclinations. 


All theſe are Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, ſtrongly 
in joined by it. ” tne „ 
2. The Duties which flow from the Relation 
Chriſtians bear to Chriſt, ſuppoſing him to be their 
Redeemer, Mediator, and Lawgiver. From that 
Relation neceſſarily reſults, their Obligation to Faith, 
Truſt, Love, Gratitude, and Obedience to him. 
And beſide theſe neceſſary Duties, the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion hath alſo two plain and ſimple poſitive Ordi- 
nances, and two only, generally called Sacraments, 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. The firſt is the 
Form of Admiſſion of a Proſelite into that Religion; 


which being neceſſary to all Societies under ſome 
Form, our Saviour adopted an old Ceremony, well. 


known to the Jews, and continued by him as natu- 
rally repreſenting that Purity of Life, and laying 
alide the Filth of Sin, required as a neceſſary Condi- 
tion in every Chriſtian, FE oe 


Toa 7 . 
The outward Expreſſions of this inward Senſe are 
left to every Man's Conſcience, provided he giveth 
no Offence to the innocent and lawful Cuſtoms of his 
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1 70 | 
m_ he other is deſigned as à ſolemn Comtwretiaradch 
| of the great Inſtance our Saviour gave to Men of his 
Love to them, and ſeemeth alſo borrowed from the 
Practice of the Jews, and applied to the Chriſtian - 
Religion, with a new Signification. e e e 
For as Chriſt was both our High Prieft ad Sacri- 
fice, and it had always been the Cuſtom of ſuch as offer- 
ed Sacrifice, to eat Part of it, by which they were 
thought to be Partakers of all the Benefits obtained 
by that Sacrifice, and to have Communion with the 
Deity to whom it was offered; and as our Saviour 
reſolved, that all his F ollowers ſhould have ſome 
ſtated Memorial of his Sacrifice of himſelf, which he 
offered for them all: he conſecrated the Bread and 
Wine, which uſed to be made uſe of at the Paſchal 
4 Supper after the Paſſover by the Jes, to be ſuch a 
Memorial, that ſuch Chriſtians as with a true Faith, 
| Repentance,. and Devotion, ſhould eat of that Bread, 
and drink that Wine, as a Memorial of him, ſhould 
as ſurely partake of all the Benefits obtained for them 
by that Sacrifice, as if they had eaten of the Thing 
ſacrificed, according to the ancient Cuſtom, Hence 
the partaking of this Memorial is really and truly no. 
Sacrifice, but a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, as St. Paul 
explaineth it to the Corinthians, and as Gi reorge d. Atai- , 
da, one of the Portugueſe Divines explained it to the 
Fathers of the Council of Trent, for which Freedom 
he very hardly eſcaped a ſevere Cenſure from that 
miſtaken and miſled Aſſembly. 

If then it be reaſonable that a Perſon Mine to 
any Society, ſhould be admitted by ſome Form; a 
more ſimple and ſignificative could ſcarce be found, 

than Baptiſm. And if it be highly reaſonable that 
the immenſe Benefit Chriſt procured to Mankind, 

ſhould be remembered, it is not eaſy to find one morè 
ſimple and natural to repreſent what is meant by it, 
and to keep up a perpetual lively Senſe of what he 


ſuffered for us, than the Lord's Supper as Chriſt in- 
'irured | 


ſtituted it, and as the Apoſtles and true Chriſtians © 4 
practiſed it. And to theſe Actions, ſeeing they are 
Parts of Religion, a religious Behaviour is . = 
and muſt be joined. Every Thing therefore in 
Chriſt's Religion is reduced to a rational and natural 

Seen ang err, 2 
As then from the Nature of the Jewiſb and He-. 
then Religion, their Prieſts ought to be Miniſters of 4 
holy Things, to repreſent the People to God, and to 

make Atonement and Reconciliation for them; ſo 
from the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, it muſt 
now appear, that it can have no Prieſts of that Kind. 
There is now no Sacrifice to offer, Chriſt hath done 
that once for all. There are now no holy Things to 
attend, in the Senſe holy Things were taken by them. 
All theſe holy Rites and Ceremonies have ceaſed. of 
Courſe, as being uleleſs and ſuperſeded, ſince Symbols, 
muſt ceaſe when the Things repreſented by them ap-- 
Del, f i 
2 But although God, by Chriſt, be reconciled tp 
Men, Men are not reconciled to their Duty, they are 
great Strangers to God, Religion and Virtue. The 
Deſign of Chriſtianity is to prevail with them to be 
good and virtuous, holy and unblameable. It then 
ſcemeth naturally to require an Order of Men, whoſe 
Buſineſs and Employment it ſhould be, to uſe the 
moſt prevailing Methods to perſuade Men to become 
ſuch as that Religion requires they ſhould be. _ | 
And in Effect, by the Tenor of the Goſpel], this 
is the very Eſſence of the Office of a Chriſtian Prieft. 
Their Buſineſs is to ſpeak to the People in the Name 
of God, to deliver a Meſſage from him, to ſtrive to 
reform Mens Lives, to reconcile them to God, by. 

becoming holy as he is holy. They are not the Mi- 

niſters of the People, but as the judicious Mr. Mee 
obſerves, the Miniſters of God, = Chriſt, and of the 

| Goſpel, for the Good of the People, to ſeek and fave 
that which was loſt; and to bring Sinners to Repent- 
| TY „ 1 
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A  Chiiſt to do every Thing that is roper, to, inſtruc} 

1 Mankind in the hole Will of God, made known by | 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, . and to  conduE them to 

- eternal Happineſs,” which was indeed the Office of the 

= ancient Prophets, in whoſe Place they are inſtituted, 

and whoſe Office they now ſupply, as the Rulers of 

the Synagogue did i in ſome Sort among. the Jews. #7 

| We never find the Jews or Heathejis blaming the 

[+ Apoſtles for invading the Prieſts Office, but they 

eached in the Synagogues, and were treated as 

Nees or Doctors. The Heathens never took them 

for Prieſts, but for Philoſophers, becauſe the Philoſo- 

phers were Teachers of Wiſdom and Morality, And 

all the ancient Miniſters of Chriſtianity, rather called 

themſelves Philoſophers, and diſtinguiſhed themſelves 

by the Philoſophers Habit; they wore their Pallium, 

as Philoſophers, but never affected any Thing relating 

to tar Prieſts. 

St. Paul obſerves this great Difference between the 
legal and chriſtian Prieſthood, in the Definition which 
he occaſionally giveth of their Offices 1 Cor. ix. 13. 14. 
Do ye not know that they which miniſter about 240 ; 

| Things live of the Sacrifice, and they who wait at the 
Altar are partakers with the Altar? Even ſo bath the 
Lord alſo ordained that they who preach the "Goſpel 
ſoould live of the Goſpel. Where deſcribing the ſeve- 
ral Miniſters by the principal Parts of their Office, . he 
repreſents the ancient Prieſts by their miniſtering 
'about holy Things and waiting at the Altar, but the 
chriſtian Minittry by preaching the Goſpel. 

And that this is really the great Buſineſs and Em- : 
B. e, of the Goſpel Prieſthood, is evident to a 

emonſtration from the original Com miſſion given to 
the Apoſtles by their Lord and Maſter, from whom 
they derive all their Authority, as it is recorded Matt, 

xxvili. Go ye and make Diſciples of all Nations, bap- 
1 5 them in the Name of theFather, of the Son ny 4 


© Ws 


wy, 


he doth it in theſe Words, Alls xx. 26, 27. J tolls - 
you to record this Day, that I am pure fram * Blood * 


of all Men, for 1 bave not Hunned to Ae unto you 
the whole Counſel of God. 


COIL 


tbe Haly Ghoſt, teaching theni 1 obſerve all Things 
whatſoever I have commanded you. The ſolemn v iſi- 


tation Charge of St. Paul to Sa Elders at Epbeſus, is 


in As xx. 28. To take Heed to the Flock over tobich 


the Holy Ghoft bad made them Overſeers, to JOE the 


Church of God, 
When St. Paul in the moſt ſolemn Manner de. 
clareth his Faithful neſs ; in the Diſcharge of * 


The Rules he preſcribeth t to 25 Ale 3 9; Tus, 


in their ordaining Biſhops and Deacons, are, that 


they ſhould be ſuch as were fitly qualified to teach 


both by Example and Doctrine. And the particular 


Rule to Timothy for the Diſcharge of his own Office, 


1 Tim, iv. 13. is, To give Attendance to Reading, to 


Exhortation, to Deftrine, to give Kagel 0 to 


them. 


This is the great and laborious Pare of their Office, 
ſtrongly inſiſted upon in the New T eſtament, and 
implieth much more than publick preaching, as the 


Word is now uſed in a confined Senſe ; but all pro- 


er Ways of Inſtruction, by Doctrine, Practice, and 
3 — by Reading, Converſation, and Cate- 


chiſing; by a watchful Obſervation of each particular 


Man's Conduct, and encouraging or reproving as 
their Actions demand them, that they may inform 


and perſuade Men of the Principles and Practices of 


Chriſtianity, and fit them for eternal Salvation. 


The Names by which the Goſpel Miniſters are „ 
uſually called in the New Teſtament, have the fame 


Import, but no manner of Relation to the Office of 
the antient Prieſthood ; the common Titles are taken 


from the Synagogue, as Biſhops, Preſbyters, and 
Deacons, from the Synagogue Chazar, Preſjoyter, 


and Diaconus. T he T * W and all its Of- 


fice IS, 


** 


tvs) 


Heets, being aboliſhed, Chriſt was pleaſecl to ode 


his Church and Officers, as near that Part of the 
Jewiſo Worſhip, which was ſounded on Nature and 
Reaſon, as was conſiſtent with his Inſtitution, which 


was founded on the ſame Grounds, and that was the | 


| Sypagoguc Service. 

The other Names by which the Chriſtian Officers 
are ſometimes called in Scriptute, are all of the ſame 
Kind, denoting, teaching, and delivering a Meſſage 


from God. ſuch as Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, 
Teachers, Shepherds, Ambaſſidors, Stewards, Dif- 


penſers of the Myſteries, and Miniſters of - Chriſt, 
2 Cor. v. 20. We are (faith St. Paul) Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you, by us, we pray 


o in Chriſt's Stead, be ye reconciled to God. t 


then Workers together. with him, beſeech you alſo that 
Je receive not the Grace of God in vain, - 


/- Our eftabliſhed Church preaches the ſame Doctrine 
concerning the Nature and. End of her Officers. In 


the Ordination of a Deacon, the Biſhop giveth him 
Authority to execute the Office of a Deacon, which 
he thus explaineth, to read the Goſpel, and to preach 
the: ſame, if he be thereunto licenſed by the Biſhop. 
And in his Charge to the Candidate he explaineth it 


more fully. That it appertaineth to the Office of a 


Deacon to aſſiſt the Prieſt in divine Service, and eſ- 
pecially in the Diſtribution of the Holy Communion ; 
to read the Scriptures and Homilies; to inſtruct the 


Youth in the Catechiſm ; to baptize, and preach = 


he. be licenſed ; ; a to take Care of the fick and 


£7 = 


the People with Authority, to remit and retain Sins, 
and to be a faithful Es of the Word and Sa- 


craments. 


The Biſhop? s Office 1s deſcribed almoſt i in 10 ſame 
Words, with this Addition, that he is to be faithful 


in 


o 


\The Prieſt's Office is , deſcribies by miniſtering of 
Doctrine, Sacraments, and Diſcipline; and to teach 


* 8, +S. 
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in ordaining 3'*and r _ wars born, 


Ae: recommendell t to him. 
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Teſtament, ſignifjeth any fuch Thing. 
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3 JT gektveth to ht Endeted how 1* 4 to 


paſs, that the Word Prieſt, among Chriſtians, 


ods be miſtaken for 'a Sacrificer, ſeeing neither 


the Import of the Word, nor its Uſe in the New 


> 


The Words Cohen among the Hebrews, Hiereus 
and Hieropvios among the Greeks, as alſo Sacerdos and 


| Sarrificus among the Sa ſignity facrificing 


Prieſts, and began even in the early Ages of Chriſti- 


anity, by way of Analogy, to be 1 to the Goſ- 


pel Officers, as being very well known to ſignify the 
Miniſters of Religion among the eus and Heathen, 
The Chriſtians, it is true, conitantly retained the 
Names of Epiſcopus, Preſbyter, and Diaconus, to ex- 
preſs the ſeveral Degrees and Orders of their Officers; 
but the general Name, that included all Orders, was 

uſually Sacerdotium and Hierateia, Words which had 
a different Meaning in the Mouth of a Chriſtian, from 
what they had in that of a Few or Heathen. Yet” 
Cuſtom prevailed, and known Names were frequent- 
ly applied to Functions of a very different Nature, 


which agreed only in the general Idea of Minifters 


about Religion, or | 
i BY = The 


\ 


6260 


There i is a fort of n in Words to to impoſe 


on Men's Underſtandings z- for in Proceſs of Time, 
this Confuſion of — produced a Confuſion of 
Offices, and People began to look upon Preſpyters, 
WO were called Sacerdo otes, to be ſacrificing Prieſts, 
as that Word ſignified. And Prieſts, Altar, and 
Sacrifice, being relative Terms, in order to furniſh 
the Prieſt with them, the Communion Table muſt 


be converted into an Altar; and the Memorial of 


Chriſt's Sacrifice into a real Sacrifice; and at laſt the 
Presbyter having been provided with a Sacrifice and 
Altar, was believed to be a true facrificing Prieſt, 
Although it was many Tears, even as late as the 
Dregs of Popery, before that Opinion could make 


its Way into an eſtabliſhed Law. That was not 


done until the Council of 7 rent, which boldly decreed, 
Si quis dixerit, boc facite in meam commemorationem, 
Cbriftum non inftituiſſe Apoſtolos, Sacerdotes z aut non 
Ordinaſſe ut ipſi aliique Sacergotes offerrent corpus et 


| Sanguinem ſuum, Anathema fit. Seſſio vi. Can. 2, 


Sep. 17. 15 62. Sub Pio II. 


The Fathers of that Council found the Notion it . 
Gerificing Prieft univerſally believed in the Roman 
Church, and finding alſo by the Commiſſion which 


Chriſt gave the Apoſtles, that the Office was of a 
quite different - Nature, they were puzzled where to 
fix on a ſufficient Authority for what they thought 
the higheſt Honour, and diftinguiſhing Character, 
of their Prieſt ; therefore to ſupply the Defect of our 
Saviour's Commiſſion, they, by a Power of preſſing 
Words to what uſe they. pleaſe, interpreted theſe 


Words, Do this in Remembrance of me, by theſe ex» 


traordinary ones, Be ye ſacrificing Prieſts. 

As to the Engliſh Word Prieft retained in all our 
publick Offices, 20 in our common Language, it it 
is evidently derived from the Scripture Word Pre 
Hier. Our Saxon Anceſtors, by a ks Change, calle 


1 


ed it Pregfier, which we have ſoftened into 7 rieft, _ 


wh 0 2 + = 
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the French into Pretre, and the [aligns into Prete. * 
No Queſtion but the firſt Import of theſe Derivations 
was the ſame as that of Presbyter, from whence they 
came, that is, a teaching Oficer, acting in God's 
Name with the h.. on 
As by the Progreſs of Chriſtianity, and the Alter- 
ation of Languages, the antient Name by which our 
Heathen Anceſtors called their ſacrificing Prieſt was 
either loſt, or out of common Uſe, We in tranſlat- 
ing the Old Teftament, inſtead of a more proper 
Word, to anſwer the Jewiſh Coben and Greek Hiereus, 
have rendered them by the Word Prieſt, which is in- 
deed the Chriſtian Officer; and yet, becauſe the Idea 
of factificing was annexed to it, our Tranſlators, to 
make a Diſtinction, have rendered the Word Preſ- 
byter, from whence Prieſt came, by Elder; and 
by this Means, inſtead of reducing Prieſt to its origi» 
nal Signification, have continued the Miſtake, ,_ * 
It is more ſurpriſing that the Communion Table 
ſhould be miſtaken for an Altar, becauſe it hath ne- 
ver any ſuch Name in the whole New Teſtament, 
nor is it even mentioned as any way belonging to the 
Chriſtian Worſhip. The Word is but once mention- 
ed at all in Relation to Chriſtians, Heb. xiii, 10. Je 
have an Altar of which they have no Right to eat, who 
ſerve at the Tabernacle. And the Senſe is altogether 
figurative, where Altar is put for the Thing ſacri- 
ficed upon it, as in that Expreſſion, Partakers of the ' 
Mar, that is, of the Thing facrificed upon it, the 
Altar is in this Place the Croſs, figuratively put for 
Chriſt who was ſacrificed on it. And the Alluſjon is- 
carried on in the fame figurative Stile, f which they 
bave no Right to eat, that is, they who ſtick by the 
Tabernacle Service have no Right to partake. Our 
Church hath taken a particular Care to prevent our 
being impoſed upon by that Word, having in all her 
publick Offices and Liturgy, induſtriouſly called the 
Lord's Table the Communion Table. 
| ; A8 
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IEP in reſpect to Sacrifice, we find the Szefament 

; bf our Lord's Death, always in Scripture called 4 

Supper and Communion, but never a Sacrifice; nor 

is tliere any mention of any Sacrifice to be offeted by 

any Chriſtian, unleſs. that figurative Expreſſion, 

_ . Whereby our. Alms, Praiſe, and Thankſgi givings, are 

called Sacrifices; and by the fame Figure, not only 

the Officers, bat every Chriſtian, is called a Prieſt ot 
Sacrificer. x: 

II. From the Genius and Nature of tlie Chriſtat 
Religion and Prieſthood, we fee the gfoſs Miſtale 
and Impiety of the Romiſh Doctrines, whoſe Guides 
endeavour to bring us back to the, antiquated Fewih 
ſymbolical Religion., by recalling us to one as cere. 
monial and intricate as theirs 5 and introducing a a 
blaſphemous. Sacrifice of Chriſt's Body, his living 
Body, contrary to all the ſolemn Declarations in the 

New T eſtament, that he was orice offered, and is nd 
more to be repeated. And although the principal 
End of the Goſpel be to induce Men to the Practie Ml 
of ſolid Virtue, ot internal Holineſs, they have {6 
far miſtaken of perverted its Deſign, as inſtead there: 
of, to fubſtitute innumerable Commutations of Pe- 
nances, Pilgrimages, Indulgencies, and ſuch outward 
bodily Exerciſes, as have quite outdone the Jewiſh 
Rites ; tranſlating the Religion of Chrift from the 
inward to the outward Man, from the Spirit to the 
_ Fleſh, from the Soul to the Bod. | 
Chriſt's Religion knoweth no pofitive Ordinances, 
but the two Sacraments 5 but they have added very 
great Numbers, founded on that uncertain” and 
changeable Rute Tradition; a ſtrong Caution to us, 
to keep cloſe to the written Word of God, odr only 
authentick Commiſſion, ſince if once we deviate from 
chat Guide, we ſhall find no Bounds to ſtop the giddy 
Imagination, until we find ourſelves bewildered m4 
Wogd of Errors and Superſtition; As the Romiſo 


Dodtors, | who flave verified in ebene ves, the 1 
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mand ments of Men. 


vites. J hope by this Time, we are ſatisfied, that 


Office, from the Synagogue z their Buſinels' is to de- 
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proof our Saviour gave the Phariſees, of worfbiping 
D 


* 


I am ſorry to find ſome of our own Profeflion fallen 


into an Error of the fame Kind; whether miſſed by 


the Confuſion of Names, or by taking ſome Expreſ- | 
ſions of the Antients litetally, which can be true only 


in an analogical Senſe ; yet ſo it is that they have en- 
deavoured to repreſent the Chriſtia? Prieſt as a real 


Sacrificer, and would perſuade themſelves that the 
Lord's Supper is a real Sacrifice, and the Communion 
Table an Altar, that the Prieſt offereth a Sacrifice 
thereon, It is in vain for. them to ſoften the Ex- 
preſſion, by calling it a commemorative Sacrifice, for 
that giveth ſtill the Idea of a real Sacrifice, and ſo 
they underſtand it. It is indeed the Remembrance or 
Memorial of a real Sacrifice, and to make it any more 


is to have very wrong Notions both of the Nature of 
, the Chriſtian Religion and Prieſthood ; ſuch a Notion, 


however explained, hath too direct a Tendency to 
draw Men off from the Spirit to the Letter ; t intro... 


duce again a ſymbolical Religion, which Chrift eame 


to annul; and to foften the Way to Popery, which is 
the moſt barefaced Abuſe of the Chriſtian Religion. 
But this Hazard do all Men run who go beyond their 


Commiſſion, and uſe Words not to be found in the 
Word of God, which is tifeir only Rule to keep them 
from Error. ; „ . 


III. Some of our own Divines have fallen into an- 


other Miſtake: They take it for granted, that the 


Orders of the Chriſtian Prieſthood are derived from 


Thoſe of the Aaronical, that Biſhops, Prieſts, and 


Deacons, anſwer the High-Prieſt, Prieſts, and Le- 


they have no Relation one to another; that the 


Chriſtian Prieſts are Sueceſſors of the Prophets, and 
borrow their Names, and the general Deſign of their 


Clare 


„ 5 
lure wad anhin the whole Will of God adh lee 
my Nature or Revelation. Now. ſuch Doctrites and 
xpreſſions as derive them from the Jeb Orders of 
the Temple, have too great a Tendency to lead Peo- 
ple into a Miſtake about the Nature of their Office, 
and to encourage an external Religion, quite con- 

trary to the Deſign of Chriſtianity. | 
I before obſerved, there is a bewitehing Power 
in Words, when. not carefully heeded. Con fuſion of 
Words create a Confuſion of Ideas. Men are led in. 
to Opinions by the wrong Uſe of Words: The only 
Way o prevent theſe Conſequences, is to keep cloſe 
to the Scripture Terms in all dubious Caſes; that alone 
is the authentick Commiſſion of a Chriſtian Prieſt; 
and when he deviateth from it, he may deliver that 
in the Name of God, for which God never gave him 
any Authority. And he needeth not be told che Hei- 
nouſneſs of ſuch a Crime. | 
IV. As the Chriſtian Prieſt is a Succeſſor of the 
Prophets, to deliver a Meſſage from God to the Peo- 
ple; and as that Meſſage is contained in the Scrip- 
ture, it manifeſtly followeth, how exceeding cautious 
he ought to be, that he deliver nothing but what he 
can with a good Conſcience, and full Aſſurance, pre- 
face with this ſolemn Aſſertion, Thus ſaith the Lord. 
If this Caution were carefully obſerved, we ſhould 
have no doubtful Points, conjectural Opinions, or 
little Party Tenets, preached with an Air of Autho- 
rity, as undoubted Meſſages from the Lord of Hoſts. 
Myſteries of State, and factious Diſcourſes about 
Things not revealed nor committed to their Charge; 
would be baniſhed the Pulpit, and Books of Divines, 
The ſubſtantial Matters of Religion are plain and open, 
they are Subjects wherein Men cannot eaſily miltake 
the Mind of God, and are of great Importance. In 
them we have a large Field to expatiate upon; and 
there are many vicious Lives to reclaim, enough ” 


em en the Time and Pains of any Chrſtian Prieſt. 
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PENIS: ſuch Things a8 are certainly. Truths, there 
is à very wide Difference as to their Importance. 
Such Truths as have little er- no Tendency to anſwer 


the great End of Chriſtianity, by making Men better, 
need not be inſiſted on with A Zeal equal to what is 
5 required i in more weighty Matters. If Men can be 


prevailed upon to be good and virtuous, provided they 
hold the Foundation, which is Chriſt; Miſtakes or 


Errors in ſmaller Matters will not lus them from | 


Salvation. This Conſideration taken from a true Un- 
derſtanding of the Nature of Chriſtianity and its 
Prieſthood, would ſerve to cool Mens intemperate 


oy for leſſer Things, and fix its Warmth where the 


oſpel deſigneth ir ſhould be placed. | 

For Inſtance. It is a certain Truth, that the out- 
ward Expreſſions of civil Reſpect, according to the 
Cuſtoms of each Country, are not only lawtul, but 
decent, expedient, and in ſome Senſe a Duty. | Yer 
if a Quaker, or any other Man, have an unconquer- 


able Prejudice againſt ſhewing that Reſpect by unco- 


vering his Head ; it would be a miſtaken Zeal to. 
dwell with much Earneſtneſs on that Subject, to lay 
a mighty Streſs on the acknowledging that Truth, or 
to declare the Man an Heretick or not fit for the 
Converſe of Chriſtians ; 3 becauſe if he be in other Re- 
ſpects a good and pious Chriſtian, that Error will 
have little Influence on his eternal State. And are 
not many of the Party Opinions among Chriſtians, 
which have been argued and diſputed, with an Heat 


and Zeal as if the Vitals of Chriſtianity were concern- 


ed in the Aﬀair, much of the ſame Nature? Such 
Diſputes when managed with too much Zeal, are 
Proofs of the Zealots Ignorance of the true Nature of 


Chriſtianity, the Importance of Things, and the Na- 
ture and Office of a Chriſtian Prieſt. This is the too 


common Fault of polemick Divines, as the Writers 
of Controverſy are called, who ſuffer their Zeal to 
| run 


Min ay eich ek Reaton, and depend ase Mös Nr- 
ſion and very unchriſtian Uncharitableneſs. 
On this Subject I muſt obferve another Miſtake, 
net indeed of ſuch evil Confequence, but which how- 
ever is wrong, that when Men of a luxuriant or warm 
Fancy, have choſen 'to treat, of any Virtue or Vice, 
they are too apt to run into Compatiſons, and depye- 
ciate other Virtues to exalt their particular Subject, 
and handle Vices at the ſame rate; every Virtue they 
happen to treat of, is the Perfection of Religion, and 
every Vice, the moſt abſolutely damning Sin, It 
requireth Judgment and Conſideration to avoid this 
Fault, to weigh Matters, and give every Thing its 
proper Force, and check the Excurfions of an heated 


Imagination N Ys © ne 
It is equally faulty for a Preacher, to anatomize 
Vices, little known and perhaps Teſs praftiſed by his 
Hearers, which often inſtead of preventing, teaches 
them Sins they were Strangers to, as by ſtarting Ob- 
jections againſt Errors, which the People can under- / 
ſtand better than the Anſwers given to them, raiſfeth * 
Scruples and teacheth ſuch Errors rather than guards 
the Audience againſt them. Theſe Things ſhould be 
maturely examined, the Wants of the People ſtudied, 
and the Diſcourſes adapted to their real Wants who are 
to be informed and inſtrufted. A Diſcourſe proper 
for one Audience may be very improper for another. 
We ſhould therefore chuſe them with Judgment, and 
—_—_ 6 
V. I know no Conſideration of greater Force to 
prevail with the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to be cau- 
tious and faithful in the Diſcharge of their Office, 
than the near Relation they bear to God and Chriſt 
Fohn xx. 21. As my Father hath ſent me, even fo ſend 
TJ you. That is, as Chriſt was the Delegate of the 
Father, and treated with the World in his Name, o 
they are Chriſt's Delegates, treat with the World in 
his Name, and tranſact Affairs by an Authority _— 


* 


r e OR 


: their Underſtandings, improve their Judgments, 
paare them for an happy Immortality, e 
Io this Purpoſe he hath by his Law fenced and 


dors ſhould be by the Laws of Nature and Nations, 
by aſſuring us that he taketh an Indignity done to 
them in the Execution of their Office as done imm 


me 


Wolves; but he threateneth a ſevere Vengeangs 
againſt ſuch as ſhould preſume to treat them after that , 
deſpiteful Manner, Matt. x. 14. Hboſpever hall net 


And let no Man imagine that theſe Things wed. .-" 
laid to the Apoſtles, as extraordinary Officers, WIe 
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ved from him as King in his mediatorial Kingdom. 
Or as St. Paul wordeth it, 1 Cor. iv. 1. 2. They are . 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God ; moreover it is requjred 


in Stewards that a Man be found faithful. God the : | 


Father. looketh upon them as co-workers with him- _ 
ſelf and his Chriſt, as Perſons ſent in his Name for the 
eternal Welfare of their Fellow-creatures, to open 


bring them to'a Reſemblance of their Maker, and pre- 


guarded their Perſons, as thoſe of publick Ambaſſa- 


diately to himſelf, Lake x. 16. He that beareth you 
heareth me, and he that defpiſeth you deſpiſeib me. 
Which St. Paul repeateth 1 Theſſa, iv. 8. He that de- 
ſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not Man but God. And our Saviour 
with an Aſſeveration, Joby xiit. 20. Verily verily I ſay 
unto you, be that receiveth whomſoever I ſend, receiveth 
me, and he that receiveth me, receiveth bim that ſens 


It is true, he foretells them, when he ſent. them 
out, that they ſhould meet with ſcurvy Treatment 
from the World, that they ſhould be mocked, deri- 
ded, perſecuted, and oppreſſed for their Meſſage ſake. 
That he ſent them forth as Sheep among ravening 


receive you, nor hear your Words; when ye depari ont Mie 1 
of thai Houſe or Cuy, ſhake. off the Duſt of your feet, 


verih I ſay unto you it ſhall be more tolerable for the 


Land of Sodom and Gomorrah, in the Day of Judge- WJ 
ment, than for that City. oO a WY 
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bad their Miſnon immediately from beit, 750 


therefore do -riot betong to che preſent Miniſtry. For 
they were indeed ſpoken to the Apoſtles, - but to them 


in their publick Capacity, as they were ſtanding Of- 
ficers, not in their perſona], but miniſterial Capacity. 
In the firſt Commiſſion given to theſe- ſame Apoſtles, 
Malt. xxviii. Chriſt promiſeth to be with them 10 ibe 


8 End 72 the World, which as it regards their Office, 


can be true in no Senſe, unleſs 1 it have Regard to their 
Succeſſors. 1 1 
And the Apoſtles n underſtood their Ma 


ſter in that Senſe, ſince they appointed Elders in eve- 
ry Church, Ads xiv. 23. And Titus (i. 5.) is com- 


manded by St. Paul to appoint Elders in every City of 


-Grete. ' And they chat were ſo ordained by the —_ 


files are ſaid to be made Overſeers by the Holy Ghoſt, 10 
feed the Church of God, Acts xx. 7 And as they 


that were ſent by the A poſtles, are alſo ſaid to be ſent 


or appointed by God, ſo in order to prevent any Am: 
biguity or Miſtake our Saviour ſeemeth deſignedly to 
include them; for he doth not barely ſay to the Apo- 
ſtles, he that receiveth you receiveth me, but, he that 
receith whomſoever I ſpall ſend, comprehending by that 


Expreſſion all that ſhould be ſent in all Ages by: A 
thority derived from him. John xili. 20. 


The Duties of a Clergyman that follow from! this 


Truſt and Relation cannot be better expreſſed than in 
the Words of St. Paul's Exhortation to Timothy, 1 Ep. 
iv. 12. Tobe an Example of the Believers, in Word, in 
| Gonver ſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Þurt 
ty; and togive Altendance to Reading, to Exhortation, 
10 Doctrine, to meditate on theſe Things, and to give 
themſelves wholly io them, that in doing theſe Things, 
they may both ſave themſelves and them That bear them. 
This is the true Deſign and Intent of the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood; this is the Subſtance of the Charge. given 


at Ordination to every Chriſtian Prieſt, and thus 1s the 


bare and only Method to anſwer che End of our 
; hg Office 
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with the Neglect and Contempt of Religion, and 


. 5 "(BF 1 
Office in St. PauPs Senfs; when he Killah! us, that _ 
wwe are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as although God did be: 


eech you by us:z wwe Pray you in ChriſPs ſtead, tobe re- 
conciled to God, that is, to prevail with Men to recom- 
mend themſelves to God: by holy and unblameable 
Lives. And St. Paul teacheth Timothy that this great 
End may be obtained by him, if he took Care, to ſot 
them a good Exafnple, to inſtruct them n | 


oy ſpend his whole Time therein. 

J muſt fay it for the Honour of®the Clergy of this 
Küps that they are generally Men of Learning 
and "of a decent Behaviour, Few 1s the Number of 


| ſuch as expoſe their Office or Perſons, by any Scandal 


in their Life and Behaviour. They are alſo generally 
punctual in diſcharging all the Parts of their Office 
which are enjoined by the Laws of the Land, © 

Under the Care and Inſpection of ſuch a Clergy, it 
would ſeem a Paradox, to ſay that, Vice, Irreligion; 
Profaneneſs, and even Infidelity and Atheiſm ſhould 
ſpread and gain Ground. "Yet it is a melancholy 
Truth. We ſee it, we feel it, we are troubled and 
concerned at it. It deſerveth our ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, whether it be in our Power, to contribute any 


| Thing to put a Stop to it. At leaſt it deſerveth our 


Enquiry whether by any Imprudence or Neglect of 
ours, we have given, in any Meaſure, an Handle or 
Occaſion for it, that ſo far as we are able we ons re- 
move it. 


The Cry againſt the Clergy haths grown up toget ; 


People will always believe that a popular and general 


' Odium, muſt be founded on ſome good, or at leaſt 

ſpecious Reaſon, - It would be an invidious Taſk to 
enquire into the ſecret Motives of -ſuch Perſons as fo- 
ment and encourage ſuch popular Cries: But it will 
be always ſafe to examine ourſelves, our Actions and 

Intentions, whether ſuch an Enquiry ſhall end ia the 
Comfort of a good Conſcience; _ finding ourſelves 


innocent, 
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| lee, or in amending what is ifs, difeos 
vering any Fault or Remiflnes, "n e . 
In an Enquiry. of this Nature, our oper Way will 
be to compare our Lives with the R 6 and Nature of 
our Office, and try whether we have been faithful tio 
the Commiſſion entruſted and enjoined to us, and 
have diſcharged it according to the Intention of him 
who cammitted it to us, For if we meaſure the Diſs , 
charge of our Office, by what the national Laws: have - 0 
made our Duty; although we may juſtify ourſelves | 
before Men, I am afraid we ſhall ſcarce ,approve. 
ourſelyes either to God or our own Conſcience. St. 
Paul's Exhortation to Timathy runneth in quite a dif» 
ferent Strain, and expreſſeth a Zeal, 'a Labour, a 
Diligence, which will exerciſe all the Faculties and 
Time of the whole Man. Let St. Paul himſelf be our 
Copy, and let us aſk ourſelves, have we exerted as 
warm a Zeal, managed with an equal Prudence and 
Diligence, to preſerve Chriſtians from Immorality 
and Infidelity, as he did to recover Men from Infide. 
lity to true Chriſtianity ? 5 
A Zeal of that Kind will not be content with 
| preaching i in the modern Senſe: It will enquire into 
the Humours, Inclinations, Lives and Behaviour of 
every particular Perſon under our Charge: It will 
follow them home to their Houſes, and diſcourſe them 
familiarly and with Affection, in a Stile ſuited to the 
Level of their Capacities, take proper and prudent Oc: 
_ calions to reprove as well as inſtruct them; and ſet 
them a Pattern of Chriſtian Behaviour, by our Ex- 
ample of Piety, Humility, Mildneſs, Moderation and 


_ Godly Simplicity; ſuch a Behaviour to all Perſons, 
of any Sect or Denomination, will firſt incline them 

to be good Men, and then prepare them to liſten to 
your Advice in ſuch controverted Points wherein they 
differ from you, as ſhall end in a thorough Convicti- 

an * e better chan all the Methods of 

| b . Diſpaye 
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Difpute and Diſcouragement, which have beet tod 


loog ptactiſed to little good Purpoſe, but rather to 


ex perate Mens Minds, and ſtop their Ear 5 to the . 


i y 
It is an experienced Truth that Examples are the 
moſt effectual and convincing Preachers. But if 


People obſerve the Miniſter to diſcharge his Duty, 


curſorily, by Manner of Acquit, without Life or Ze l, 


or to live in Luxury, Idleneſs and Eaſe, to vie with 


Men of Fortune, in Table, Dreſs or Attendance; to 


ſet their Minds more on their Revenues, and making 
a Fortune, than on the Diſcharge of their Duty, or 


to ſpend that ſame Revenue in what the World calleth 
good Living, or in raiſing a Family, which was de- 
ſigned to furniſh him with Ability to do good Works, 


be may blame himſelf if he fink in their Eſteem, and 
if his whole Order bear Part of the Cenſure, it is, and 


always was the Way of the World to paſs ſuch Judge- 
ments, and we muſt not pretend to model Mens 
Minds to our particular Inclinations. Our living in 
a Manner which the World calleth decent, although 
without publick Scandal, will neither preſerve us from 


the Cenſure of God nor Men. 


People with great Juſtice expe& more from a Cler- 


gyman than from another Man, alchough'they are 
Men and ſubje& to all human Infirmities, yet they 


are ſuppoſed to have been at more than ordinary Pains _ 
to weed out theſe Infirmities, to correct all their Paſs _ 
ſions, and bring them to a juſt Subordination to Rea- 


ſon and Religion. No Study of Morality and Divi- 


nity will furniſh Arguments to reform the World, if 


they cannot firſt reform the Man himſelf, 
St. Paul ſuppoſes that People have an Allowance to 


be ſcandalled at the Dodfine of an immoral Man, 
when Rom, ii. 21. he obſerves, that the Name of 


Cod was blaſphemed among the Gentiles by ſuch 


Preachers as taught others, but did not teach them- 
. ſelves, The Heathen Philoſophers who made Pro- 


feſſion 


Eq » 
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(88), 


feſion of teaching Virtue, were ſuppoſed to be Meri... 

that practiſed what they taught, and when it fell cut 
otherwiſe, Peoples Expectations being diſappointed, 
| they ridiculed both them and their Doctrine, 

A Clergyman's Practice is an Authority to his Peo- 
ple, a ſmall Liberty in him is improved by tlfem into 
A Licence. If he cannot command his Paſſions, they 

will retort all his Reproofs and Arguments, and in the 
Scripture Language, bid the Phyſician heal himſelf. 
No Doubt but there are many other Reaſons, 
hich ariſe from the Vices of the People, that occa- 
on both their own Profaneneſs, and their Spleen 
againſt the Clergy. But my Def ign is only to hint 
at ſuch as poſſibly may ariſe from ourſelves, and are 
therefore in our own Power to remedy. And J ſee 
no more effectual Way to diſcover ſuch, than by a 
ſtrict Enquiry into the Nen ef our Office, and com- 
paring our Practice, with that which God hath made 
our Duty. And Lam convinced that God hath con- 
trived it in ſuch a Manner, as to prevent all Inconve- 
niencies, provided we can be prevailed upon to do our 
Part, and he hath promiſed to be with us, in order to 
aſſiſt and bleſs our well- meant Endeavours, to the 

End of the World. And to him let us commit the 
Succeſs, and be well aſſured, that while we worthily 
diſcharge our Duty, he will preſerve a Church and 
People to himſelf, in ſpite of all the Malice of evi 
diſpoſed . and of all | inviſible-Powers. | ; 


n 
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